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It is no news to those who follow fine wine production here on the West Coast (and in the classic districts of Europe for the matter) that recent times
have been challenging for those whose profession is the making of fine wine, and 2022 is presenting pointed challenges of its own. A month back,
winemaker commentary was mixed about when grapes were anticipated to come in with some producers predicting an early harvest and others
citing that local conditions pointed to a later picking date, but, in the main, there was a good deal of optimism about the upcoming vintage. Much
has changed, however, in the last few weeks. The wrench in the works, of course, is the extreme heat that has visited so much of the Western United
States. While Labor Day heat spikes have become close to routine in wine country, the record-setting temperatures reached in early September, both
in degree and duration, have had a huge impact in vineyards up and down the coast and are looking to be the big story when, after all the grapes
are in, the discussion turns to appraising the 2022 vintage. There has been a scramble by many vintners to pick before the blistering heat turned
their grape into raisins, yet, as triple-digit temperatures will shut down vine’s metabolism, many have opted to hope for cooler weather and hold
off harvesting certain late-ripening varieties that need more time on the vine to reach full maturity. Now, do not get us wrong, the sky is not falling
and there are sure to be good wines aplenty from 2022, but three things do appear to be certain at this point. First, the crop will not be a big one
and is projected by the USDA to be the second smallest of the decade behind the fire-plagued 2020 vintage. The second is that blanket assessments
of variety and region will be hard to make, and third, while there are still many vocal deniers of climate change, very few, if any, are involved in the

growing and crafting of fine wines.

RIESLING

Riesling once again gets top billing in our September issue which is largely devoted to underappreciated aromatic white wines. Not only is very good local
Riesling not at all hard to find, West Cost versions offer extraordinary value compared to its far more fashionable white varietal cousins.

CHENIN BLANC

In truth, there is precious little fine Chenin Blanc being made these days, but it is not a variety to be dismissed by discerning, white wine lovers, and
there are a handful of splendid offerings for those who are willing to look beyond Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc.

LANG & REED CHENIN BLANC 2013-2021

Among the small contingent of wineries who are devoted to making very good Chenin Blanc, Lang & Reed consistently ranks with the best. This
month, we revisit all of Lang & Reed’s bottlings starting with the inaugural 2013 offering and find that, not surprisingly, they remain high on our list
of favorites and can age beautifully.

GEWURZTRAMINER

We are not holding our breaths in expectation of a new wave of popular, broad-market success for Gewlrztraminer, but we find some hope in the
efforts of the stubborn producers who refuse to let it disappear. There is simply no other wine quite like it, and its spicy/floral/fruity qualities afford
it a fascinating vinous place all its own.

PINOT GRIS

One of more remarkable success stories of recent years is the explosive market growth of Pinot Gris, sometimes labeled as Pinot Grigio, and, if the
California version if more often than not made with light-hearted quaffing in mind, there are many, most notably a large collection from Oregon,
that proves it can be a more-interesting variety than it is typically viewed to be.

PINOT BLANC

Hardly a household name even among experienced wine drinkers and something of a rarity with but miniscule acreage devoted to its cultivation,
Pinot Blanc, a genetic mutation of Pinot Noir, can make surprisingly good wines in a number of styles.

CHARDONNAY

Though less-fashionable white varieties get their chance to star in September, new Chardonnays continue to find their ways into our cellar, and, we
offer our thoughts on some early arrivals in advance of a much longer look at the most popular white wine of them all in a few months.

BARBERA

Barbera is unlikely to ever achieve the kind of enormous following claimed by the likes of Cabernet Sauvignon and Pinot Noir, but, when sourced from
the right site and attentively made, Barbera can yield first-rate, exceptionally food-friendly red wines.

BEST BUYS

Sauvignon Blanc, a variety that has traditionally earned an exceptionally high number of “Good Value” recommendations in these pages, remains a
source of some of the best buys in characterful, well-made, white wines to be had, and, while fewer, comparatively affordable Cabernet Sauvignons
win plaudits for noteworthy value, there are, as always, several high-quality standouts that come without budget-breaking price tags.

RIESLING PG 200 | CHENIN BLANGC PG 204 | LANG & REED CHENIN BLANC 2013-2021 PG 205 | GEWURZTRAMINER PG 207
PINOT GRIS PG 208 | PINOT BLANC PG 211 | GHARDONNAY PG 212 | BARBERA PG 214 | BEST BUYS PG 216
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There are extraordinarily popular wines, most notably those made from Chardonnay, Cabernet

. » Sauvignon, Pinot Noir and, of late, Pinot Gris (Pinot Grigio) that have come to define the West Coast

landscape of fine wines, and there are the niche wines, such as Chenin Blanc, Gewiirztraminer,

L&S' Albarino and the like, that are made in comparatively minuscule amounts and are barely able to

maintain a place in the market. Then, there is Riesling which occupies a place somewhere in between.

Not that Riesling is anything other than one of the world’s truly noble varieties and capable producing

marvelously satisfying, genuinely complex wines, but despite the praise continually heaped upon

Riesling by those in the critical, retail and restaurant arenas, it is a grape that has never achieved the

wider acceptance that its many vocal champions —and we would include ourselves among them —believe it deserves. Good Riesling is not rare, and

even the best are not all that expensive, but, while it is always talked about as being about to be embraced by a new generation of curious and
discerning wine lovers, it has remained stubbornly resistant to widespread market success.

Riesling is often cited as being too confusing for the broader market insofar as it can make wines that are dry or off-dry or slightly sweet or so loaded
with residual sugar as to enter the realm of dessert service. If there is probably a kernel of truth in the notion, it hardly seems the reason that it has
not been embraced by the increasingly knowledgeable legions of inquisitive consumers that always seem to be on the look for something different...
and very good. There are no doubt those that believe Riesling to be old hat (as if Chardonnay was a cutting-edge new thing), but, while there have
always been a handful a very good local versions, the remarkable quality and range of character manifest in the current generation of Rieslings is
anything but a continuation of some distant and pedestrian past. Those who give it short shrift are simply not paying attention to the realities of
twentieth-century Riesling here on the West Coast.

Riesling can succeed famously when farmed attentively and grown in the right place, be it in California, Oregon or Washington State, but it is
typically a grape whose highest success is viewed as being dependent on a very cool site, one that is similarly ideally suited for Pinot Noir and
Chardonnay which are more often than not the choices of growers in the coolest coastal climes. But, that is happily not always the case, and the small
outcroppings of conscientiously farmed, cool-climate Riesling such as exist do provide an equally small and devoted cohort of Riesling makers with
the material to craft some outstanding wines. And, as it turns out, Riesling, according to a few of its top producers, can actually thrive in slightly
warmer areas as well. Not, mind you, in places that are downright hot, but there are a few highly touted Riesling vineyards in California that turn
out to be not quite as cool as the conventional model of success predicts...a circumstance that may well be significant for Riesling’s future as the
climate continues to warm.

We very much believe that the trajectory of local Riesling is on the rise, in quality if not in fashionability. It is time for lovers of fine wine to take
Riesling more seriously, but, then again, it has been for a good many years.

TastiNne NoTE LEGEND

OUTSTANDING WINES CHARACTERISTICS & TRADITIONAL USE WITH FOOD

3¢ Soft and fruity wine. Quaffable by itself or with light foods.

X Crisp white. Medium acid and dry. Fish or delicate flavored foods.
25 Mellow white. Dry to slightly sweet. Enough acid for white meats.
<= Full and balanced dry White. Try with rich seafood and fowl dishes.
& Light Red and powerhouse White. Fowl, veal and light meats.

fc#® Medium Red. Balanced, good depth, medium tannin.
Beef and lamb.

€0X7%3 THREE STARS: (95-98 points) An exceptional wine.
Worth a special search of the market.
€3X3 TWO STARS: (91-94 points) A highly distinctive wine.
Likely to be memorable.

€73 ONE STAR: (87-90 points) Fine example of a type or
style of wine. Without notable flaws.

NOTE: Wines not marked with stars are often delightful wines. Each has unique
virtues and any of these wines may be the best wine to serve your needs
based on value, availability or for your dining and taste preferences. *Prices —
Approximately California full retail prices.

& Robust Red. Full tannin, intense flavors. For highly spiced
meat dishes.

&5 Sweet Dessert wine. Enjoyable by itself or with sweet desserts.
Connoisseurs’ Guide tastings are conducted with BUE@EE Stemware.

AVAILABILITY DRINKABILITY

B8  Generally available in most market areas. £ Drinkable now. Unlikely to improve with further aging.

B Limited production and/or limited geographic distribution. = Drinkable now. Further bottle aging can improve this wine.
Very limited availability. —= Cellar for future drinking. Wine will improve with bottle aging.
GV Good Value & Not suitable for drinking.

September 2022. © 2022 by CONNOISSEURS" GUIDE TO CALIFORNIA WINE. All Rights Reserved.
POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to: Connoisseurs’ Guide [ISSN 0161-6668], P.O. Box 8, Pinole, California 94564.
CONNOISSEURS" GUIDE TO CALIFORNIA WINE is published monthly at 2691 Doidge Avenue, Pinole, California 94564 and is available only by subscription.

CONTACT: Email: office@cgcw.com. Website: www.cgcw.com. Phone: 510-417-2833. Publisher/Editor: STEPHEN M. ELIOT.
Publisher Emeritus: CHARLES E. OLKEN. Winery/Subscriber Relations: LYNNE CHAR BENNETT. Administrative Support: THERRY OLKEN.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION: Subscribers receive our magazine on the first of every month, with hundreds of wine reviews and other important consumer
oriented information. Every wine reviewed is presented as part of our comprehensive reports on available wines and are also included within our extensive,
sortable database of past reviews now numbering close to 30,000 separate entries. Each monthly issue is sent by email and is also downloadable directly printed
in magazine format both from the email as well as from our website. Subscriptions are $96 for one year and $170 for two years.

DELIVERY OPTION: The Magazine version is downloadable on the first of the month through our email to you. For those who prefer that Connoisseurs’ Guide
send a Magazine version via the Post Office (First Class mail), we are pleased to offer that option for an additional $25 per year.

200




ATOZ Oregon 2020

On the shy side aromatically with a light, matchstick-like element
working to obscure its slightly citrusy, mineral-tinged fruit, this
slightly sweet Riesling fares a bit better once in the mouth, yet,
while it is comfortably balanced and tastes more clearly of fruit
than expected, it is a relatively simple wine that could do with a

little more liveliness and is not one that should be left to sit in the
cellar for long. B % &  $16.00

BIRD SONG HILL Columbia Valley 2020

Our sample of the 2020 Bird Song Hill hints vaguely of golden
apples with a slight terpene/kerosene note to its aromas that
suggests a somewhat older wine than it, in fact, is. It is off-dry,
slightly chalky and a tad bitter on the palate, and, nowhere does
it convey much in the way of the freshness and lively fruit
expected in a young Riesling. X £ $12.00

€367 CHARLES SMITH Kung Fu Girl Columbia Valley 2021

A perennial success in off-dry Riesling at a very affordable price,
the Charles Smith Kung Fu Girl shows well once again and
combines nicely ripened, apple and peach fruit with subtle floral
notes and a muted minerally presence. While it displays a bit of
layering and a suggestion of complexity that are uncommon in
comparably priced wines, its first and foremost virtue is its fine
balance and very clean fruity lines.

GOOD VALUE X £ $12.00

€,X_3[94 CH. STE. MICHELLE/ DR. LOOSEN Eroica 2021

Columbia Valley. Always vying for a place at the head of the
class in every vintage, the 2021 Eroica Riesling is yet another
remarkable offering that extends it maker’s very long string of
successes. It is a deep and beautifully composed wine with an
evident bit of residual sugar, but it is precise and very pure and
intense varietal fruit and not sweetness that is its overarching
message. Already complex and guaranteed to be more so with
time, it is a textbook example of a deep, impeccably balanced
Riesling of enormous potential, and we have no hesitation in
predicting at least a decade of positive growth here. And, we
remain amazed at the quality Eroica continues to offer at what is
a ridiculously low price when compared to its peers. More than
a few bottles belong in the cellars of all who would call
themselves fans of Riesling.

GOOD VALUE B Y # $20.00

CHATFEAU STE. MICHELLE Dry Columbia Valley 2021

There is a touch of sweetness to this one, its designation of
“dry” notwithstanding, yet juicy, nicely stated Riesling fruit
rather than residual sugar is the defining trait here. Showing a
brief bit of spritziness on entry and a slight note of grapefruity
bitterness at the finish, the wine is arguably a little coarse on the
back end but, at its price, is an out-and-out bargain nonetheless.
GOOD VALUE X £ $r10.00

Cutruzzola

E:B CUTRUZZOLA Riven Rock Vineyard 2019

San Luis Obispo County. Nicely focused and specifically Riesling
on the nose with a well-integrated mix of green apples, sweet
lemons and subtle stony spice that is replayed in its impressively
sustained flavors, this briskly balanced Riesling is enlivened by
plenty of fruity acidity. At no point in its considerable length does
it so much as hint at candied confection despite its inclination to
slight sweetness, and, if an inviting wine at the moment, it has the
energy to hold up for several years. X ¢ $30.00
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€0X 3091 DESIRE LINES Experimental Series No. 10 2021
Old Durney Massa Vineyard Carmel Valley. Grown near the
very top of the Carmel Valley, this intriguing effort may start a
little slowly in the glass, but opens with air to reveal ripe, very
well-focused aromas featuring a lovely blend of sweet citrus and
floral notes. It is a bit on the juicy side despite its modest sugars
and relies on confident, fairly long fruit flavors with a hint of
spice to earn its spurs.

GOOD VALUE 2N @ $28.00

283 DESIRE LINES Wiley Vineyard Anderson Valley 2021
The driest-tasting of the three from this winery, the Wiley bottling
relies on its vibrant acidity to balance its mild residual sugar, yet
even with that liveliness, there is a slight sweet edge to its very
fruity flavors. Its starts off as a tad underfilled but then opens as
it sits in the glass and follows through well across the palate and
into a long, bright finish. Try partnering it with broiled or pan-
grilled trout or sole. X = $28.00

QB DESIRE LINES Cole Ranch Mendocino County 2021
Unlike the wine above, which starts off slowly, this one fairly leaps
out of the glass with floral and citrusy, lime-like first aromas. But,
unlike that sibling, it is less inspiring on the palate with less depth
to its dry, still reasonably fruity flavors. Its long, angular finish
directs it to shellfish and to the same light white fishes that pair
well with the Wiley Vineyard effort. X @ $28.00

€0X X 3[%5] CH. STE. MICHELLE/DR. LOOSEN ErvicaGold 2019
Columbia Valley. A very sweet, fully botrytized offering that is
as deep and unctuous as they come, the 2019 Eroica Gold checks
in at 12.7% residual sugar, but it is an amazingly complex wine
for one that is as sweet as it is with a wealth of honeyed, apricot-
like fruit intermixed with hints of candied ginger and a touch of
lime marmalade. It is as finely balanced as it is surpassingly rich
with a seemingly endless finish, and, though a dessert wine that
will make a show-stopping conclusion to special dinners now, it
will, as the best examples of its genre are wont to do, easily age
for a decade, and likely more, becoming all that more complex
as it does. 500 ml bottle. B & ¢ $30.00




{B DOWSETT FAMILY Aunt Diane’s Vineyard 2021
Columbia Gorge. Here is a very well-balanced, dry Riesling that
speaks to varietal fruit with a somewhat quiet, yet fairly insistent
voice. Its delicate aromas of minerals and limes are echoed in
character by its lengthy flavors that are finished with a wee touch
of grapefruit. Not a bold wine, but a very clean and continuous
one with plenty of palate-cleansing acidity, it will prove a most
versatile mealtime mate with comparatively delicate fish dishes,
and it hits the mark smartly for fine value

GOOD VALUE X £ $16.50

DRINK WASHINGTON STATE Columbia Valley 2021

Here is a lightly juicy, relatively direct Riesling that smells a bit
sweeter than it turns out to be on the palate, and, while it is
suggestive of apples and pears on the nose, its flavors pull back
with respect to engaging fruit and would benefit from a boost
in enlivening acidity. Though barely a year old, it is a wine to tag
for drinking sooner than later. X £ $24.00

283 FIRESTONE Santa Barbara County 2021
6% Gewdrztraminer. A clean and affably fruity, off-dry Riesling
whose slight touch of sweetness is countered by just the right
touch of firming acidity, Firestone’s 2021 bottling exhibits fine
and well-sustained varietal focus along with good, food-worthy
balance all at a very favorable price.

GOOD VALUE S N

€23[89 HYLAND Old Vine McMinnville 2021

Through it teases with a touch of sweetness to its ample aromas
of green apples, pears, flowers and slightly savory spice, this
comparatively weighty, yet still-lively Riesling inclines to dryness
once in the mouth without inflecting to austerity. It a fuller and
somewhat richer take on dry Riesling with the fruity volume to
suucessfully pair with commensurably richer foods running from
well-seasoned deep-fried oysters to the likes of herbed salmon
fillets and seared ahi tuna. = = $28.00

KENDALL-JACKSON Vintner’s Reserve 2021

Monterey County. 6% Gewdurztraminer; 3% Orange Muscat;
3% Chardonnay. Redolent of white peaches with a scant touch
of spice to its slightly sweet aromas and following with rounded,
like-minded flavors of moderate fullness and weight, this wine is
not fully dry, yet it backs away from obvious sweetness once in
the mouth. Slightly viscous to start but quickly finding good
food-worthy balance, it closes with a citrusy, mildly minerally
finish that smacks quietly of grapefruit without being hindered
by bitterness. 22 £ $15.00

McBRIDE SISTERS Black Girl Magic California 2020
A bit fuzzy in focus and never quite convincing as Riesling, this
cleanly made wine goes wanting for a spark of needed energy,
and, as its brief sensation of beginning palatal sweetness goes
on the fade, its loosely fruited flavors flatten out and drift to
slight bitterness at the finish. £ $22.00

NINE HATS Columbia Valley 2020

More stony than fruity on the nose in a way that predicts a fairly
dry wine to follow, the Nine Hats Riesling from 2020 surprises a
bit with a brief touch of sweetness to its flavors, but it remains
for the most part on the minerally side as Rieslings go and finds
a light streak of grapefruit at the finish. Ripe, but a tad low in

$15.00

brightness, it is best tagged for drinking before too much time
has passed. =R £ $14.00

€3[7] PACIFIC RIM Sweet Columbia Valley 2020

A wine of mixed messages, most of which are quite nice and
one that is less so, this decidedly sweet Riesling checks in with
7.3% residual sugar and only 7.5% alcohol. It starts out with
some hesitance on the nose and shows a passing, yet noticeable
whiff of matchsticks in its aromas of peaches and apricot that
happily does not reappear in its very clean and continuous flavors.
It is quite well-balanced for a wine of its considerable sweetness,
and, its minor aromatic quirk notwithstanding, it earns easy one-
star endorsement as well as an appreciative bow for fine value.
GOOD VALUE £ $11.00

833 PARADISE PEAK Sweet Washington State 2021

Clearly labeled as “Sweet” as well it should be, this is the far
more attractive wine of the Paradise Peak pair, and, if sporting
hard-to-miss residual sugar, it is fit with good acidity and not in
the least cloying. It is admittedly on the simple side, but it is also
tasty, well-balanced and spotlessly clean, and, in settings calling
for a wine of moderate sweetness — lighter fruity desserts come
to mind — there are few, if any, Rieslings approaching its price

that are quite as appealing.
GOOD VALUE B & ¢

PARADISE PEAK Washington State 2021

Though its initially distracting, matchsticky smells do clean up
nicely with brief airing, this softly balanced, low-in-energy, off-
dry offering has but a fairly loose grasp on fundamental fruit,
and what fruit it has does not quite make it to the finish where
citrus-rind bitterness takes hold. It may be inexpensive, but that
is exactly how it tastes. .S =4 $8.00

$10.00

POET'S LEAP

€0X3[83 POET’S LEAP Columbia Valley zozo

By Long Shadows. In many of its best incarnations, Riesling tends
not to show itself fully when young. And so it is with this lovely,
deep, balanced and still developing effort. Its aromas, while less
than bold, do speak of depth and focus in a way that suggests
early drinking, but, if you have the option, please do join us in
laying some of it away for a few years while it gains richness and
loses some of its tighter pieces. It is slightly sweet in a firmly
balanced way that will allow it to shine as a stand-alone sipper,
yet its best uses could well be alongside dishes like grilled day
boat scallops or oven-baked cracked Dungeness crab seasoned
with orange, ginger and soy. It is eminently priceworthy as well.
GOOD VALUE ¥  $20.00

€3(88] PRECEDENT Wirz Vineyard Old Vine 2018

Cienega Valley. A fully dry Riesling sourced from vines over
sixty years old, Predecent’s 2018 Wirz Vineyard bottling is a
balanced, bone-dry working that does not skimp on fruit but is
ultimately a bit more savory than it is outwardly fruity. Medium-
bodied and with good bit of flesh on its firm structural bones, it is
a comparatively concentrated wine as dry Rieslings go and earns
high marks for its stamina and length. If a bit older than most
Rieslings in this month’s collection, it is not only still very vital but
it promises to evolve quite nicely for another three or four years,
if not more. R ¥ $25.00
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RIDGECREST

€3X 3061 RIDGECREST Estate Dry Ribbon Ridge 2020
Here is a dry Riesling of exceptional depth and range. Its layered,
very fragrant, nicely filled aromas of white melons, limes, Meyer
lemons and fresh flowers are followed with intense, beautifully
composed flavors of the same, and, no less striking is its terrific
stamina and palatal length. It is a wonderfully complete and
endlessly fascinating wine that seems to reveal more and more
with each subsequent sip. Though a thoroughly delicious effort
when sipped on its own, it is balanced to work famously with
food and shows fine aging potential if its considerable present
charms can be resisted for a few years.

GOOD VALUE B X

E:B ROSSI-WALLACE Santa Lucia Highlands 2021

A dry-styled, food-needing wine, this enjoyable effort from the
redoubtable Ric Forman, whose five-decade career more or less
parallels our own for timing and duration, comes with a bouncy,
comfortable passage in the mouth. It would seem too acidy for
most folks if drunk on its own, but, in the company of the right
snack foods or lighter fishes, would show very nicely. And much
like those of its ilk, it has room to grow. ¥ = $35.00

$20.00
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€389 STIRM Egolian Kick-On Vineyard 2021

Santa Barbara County. Darker in color and slightly hazy in
appearance with a suggestion of age to its unconventional nose
of orange melon fruit accented with a curious note of sweet
butter all of which put this dry-finished Riesling very much on a
path of its own, Stirm’s 2021 Egglian bottling from the highly
regarded Kick-On Vineyard offers up rich and fairly complex,
mineral-accented flavors of apples and orange rind. It is medium-
bodied, slightly viscous and softly textured to start but finds fine
acid balance in mid-palate and is, withal, an interesting, food-
worthy look at the grape that shows a bit more range and depth
with each sniff and sip. “X_ £ $28.00

E:B STIRM Wirz Vineyard Cienega Valley 2020

Much like its Egelian mate above, this is a Riesling with a bit more
color and shade or two darker than most. It is redolent of apples
and apricots and plays more to richness than youthful freshness
in its slightly developed aromas, and it follows accordingly with
concentrated, fairly full flavors that are a bit richer than the dry
Riesling norm. It is firm and a tad chalky at the finish, just enough
so to warn off light-hearted quaffing and to call convincingly for
service with food. = £ $28.00

83 TATOMER Steinhugel Santa Lucia Highlands 2021

Light on the nose yet nicely defined as Riesling with a hint of
juicy sweetness to its themes of slightly green pineapples and
limes, this well-made wine is on the light side of medium-bodied

and begins with a rounded, very slightly oily feel before firming
up nicely in its palatal progression, and, while fully dry, it is never
severe or given to acidy stiffness. An elegant offering of both
delicacy and subtle richness, it will find wide mealtime use with
lighter, yet flavorful dishes such as fresh Dover sole napped with
a lemony Beurre Blanc. X £ $24.00

jg ethen

SB TREFETHEN Dry Oak Knoll District 2021

Rife with fresh green apples and limes with scattered notes of
flinty soil surfacing here and there along its considerable fruity
length, the latest edition of Trefethen’s dry Riesling, while always a
reliable performer, shows an extra bit of concentration and fruity
depth in 2021. It teases with a scant touch of sweetness that is
balanced by mouthwatering acidity, but it is never too tart for its
own good and is a complete, very well-focused effort that is
inviting right now. That said, it is wise to remember that well-
made Riesling can age effortlessly to real benefit, and this one
will do just that while taking on added complexity for no fewer
than another half-dozen years. X = $28.00

283 UNION SACRE Dry Kick On Ranch Old Vine 2021
Santa Barbara County. Union Sacré specializes in Alsatian
varieties, and this lovely, very fragrant incisively varietal Riesling
manages to be both delicate and deep at one and the same
time. It is dry but not close to austere and is exceptionally well-
balanced with juicy lemon and lime elements running its length,
and the last-minute appearance of subtle stoniness affords a nice
bit of closing complexity without upstaging its insistent,
wonderfully long-lasting fruit. It is an absolute bargain in very
well-made dry Riesling that definitely warrants seeking out.

GOOD VALUE X £ $18.00

283 V. SATTUI Dry Mount Veeder 2021

While “dry” is a bit of misnomer here, this slightly sweet, quite
well-balanced Riesling charms from the first with its peach and
melon aromas buoyed up further by hints of citrus candies. Firm
in feel with a touch of rounding, the wine picks up a trace of
chaOlky coarseness across the palate and into its long and lively
finish. It is fig season here in California, and we paired the wine
happily with figs and mascarpone. £ 2% £ $34.00

€389 V. SATTUI Off Dry North Coast 2021

If somewhat misnamed, this decidedly sweet bottling is chock full
of straightforward juicy, fruity, ripe peachy smells and flavors. It
may not be layered or remarkably complex, but it is lively and
very well-balanced. If you are looking for an easy-to-drink wine
for late-summer pool parties, you will not do much better than

this one. i & £ $32.00

@ V. SATTUI Dancing Egg Mount Veeder 2021

“What's in a name,” you might well ask. This “egg” has earned
its title and label design from the egg-shaped, cement vessel in
which it has been fermented. It is the driest of the Sattui trio
reviewed here, and despite the barest of residual sugars, it does
show a trace of a sweet edge that fits nicely with its Envy apple-
like flavors and background hints of ripe limes. It is a brisk quaff
on its own, yet it can easily accompany lighter foods and grilled
or broiled white fishes. ¥ =  $31.00
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WATERBROOK Melange Columbia Valley 2021

26% Riesling; 25% Chardonnay; 17% Muscat; 16% Viognier;
8% Pinot Gris; 8% Semlillon. Slightly sweet and slightly citrusy
but lacking for clear fruity direction, this softly balanced blend is
low on energy and bothered by trailing bitterness at the finish. It
is clean but it is fairly anonymous stuff when all is said and done,

and its less-than-lively demeanor signals that near-term drinking
is the wisest course. 2D & $13.00

€3[87] WILLAMETTE VALLEY VYDS Willamette Valley 2020
A bit light on intensity yet a spry, nicely defined offering that
smells and tastes of slightly sweet limes, this lively, well-made
wine is at once both subtle and convincingly varietal at every
stop. It trades potency for brightness and insistent, very keen
Riesling focus and is a fine choice for paring with recipes that
feature trout or sole. Its modest price only adds to its appeal.

GOOD VALUE X £ $15.00

C/zen/n B/ anC

There were more than 25,000 acres of Chenin Blanc planted in California in the mid
1990s. There are fewer than 4,500 today, but, while a precipitous decline to be sure,

the amount grown in cool, North Coast districts has always been extremely small, and
the lion’s share of Chenin Blanc came from hot, Central Valley vineyards where it was employed to boost the acidity in cheap, anonymous white
blends. These days there appears to be a growing demand for top-quality, coastal-grown, Chenin Blanc grapes, yet there have been no concerted
efforts to plant new vineyards to meet that demand, and, for the foreseeable future, we can expect fine Chenin Blanc to be in very limited supply.

BIRICHINO Jurassic Park Vineyard Old Vines 2021

Santa Ynez Valley. Geared more to stony minerality than it is
to inviting fruit, this dry, firmly balanced, medium-full-bodied
Chenin Blanc conveys a bit more substance and weight than
most. Structure is its strength, but its fruity shortfall leaves it
exposed to a late-to-arrive streak of grapefruity bitterness that
calls for the masking effects of food. A £ $25.00

CHABRELLET

0% 392 CHAPPELLET Molly Chappellet Signature 2021

Napa Valley. A bit riper, a good deal richer and among the more
substantial California Chenin Blancs to be found, the latest Molly
Chappellet Signature bottling is a ready reminder that the variety
can make serious wines of considerable depth and interest. It
delivers a wealth of slightly sweet, melon-like fruit accented with
touches of honeysuckle, and seamlessly fit acidity keeps it lively
and balanced throughout. Though far from a simple quaffer, it is
nonetheless a wonderfully delicious glassful on its own, but its
very best place is at the table where it is guaranteed to shine as
a partner to juicy roast chicken, pork cooked with apples and all
sorts of sweet and spicy Asian fare. £ 23 ¢  $65.00

{{B DRY CREEK VINEYARD Dry Clarksburg 2021

A consistently well-made and reliable Chenin Blanc for a good
many years and always one that does a nice job at the price, the
Dry Creek Vineyard version is a slightly rounded, medium-bodied
effort that combines its variety’s mildly melony fruit with
glimmers of sweet citrus. Its inclination to slight softness makes
it very easy to sip on its own, but it is not too soft for pairing with
food and it hits the mark for fine value once again.
GOOD VALUE D e

€3[87] FELLOW Clarksburg 2021
5% Sauvignon Blanc; 5% Chardonnay. A little low-keyed but

$16.00

very clean and mildly fruity with a light floral overlay to its
aromas of fresh melons, this likeable middleweight is slightly
rounded in feel and hints at a bit of sweetness with well-
integrated acidity in tow. It is an honest, if fairly straightforward,
Chenin Blanc that will drink nicely with or without food over the
course of the next couple of years. £ £ $20.00

633 HUSCH Mendocino 2021

Smelling distinctly of well-ripened white melons, graced with a
touch of honeysuckle on the nose and following up its attractive
aromatic start with insistent flavors that sport a nice bit of juicy
sweetness, this slightly rounded, fruit-driven Chenin Blanc is
enlivened by fine, very well-integrated acidity that serves to keep
the wine bright and buoyant from front to back. So very easy to
gulp on its own, it is a very well-balanced and carefully crafted
wine that will be a welcome guest at the table with late-summer
alfresco lunches and dinners.

GOOD VALUE H A S

{B LIEU DIT Santa Ynez Valley 2019

Here is a dry, crisply finished, medium-bodied take on Chenin
Blanc that smacks of green peaches and citrus with a light bit of
stony complexity and a subtle background suggestion of oak. It
is an agile, fairly spry wine that stands in contrast to its rounder,
softer relations, and, although a fine match with sundry lighter
seafoods right now, it is balanced to keep handily with no loss of
energy for several more years. XD = $27.00

SB PINE RIDGE Chenin Blanc + Viognier California 2021
80% Chenin Blanc; 20% Viognier. Fresh, clean and juicy from
the very first sniff and staying the course all the way to its long
and insistently fruity finish, Pine Ridge’s Chenin Blanc/Viognier
blend is a lightly sweet, very well-balanced wine with a nice
touch of lime-like acidity for brightness. Though not an expansive
wine of great layering or depth, it is a tasty, immensely likeable
and continuous one ideal for pouring with seafood salads and
sweet and spicy Southeast Asian dishes, and, by itself, it will fill
the bill nicely when looking for something affordable and
refreshingly fruity to take the edge off summer heat.
GOOD VALUE RN

583 SALDO California 2021
By The Prisoner Wine Company. 7% Muscat; 3% Verdelho.

$18.00

$16.00
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Among the weightier Chenin Blancs under review, the 2021
Saldois a medium-full-bodied wine that leads with a concentrated
nose of melons and green apples that is quietly accented by a
touch of savory spice, and its mid-depth flavors follow suit with
the addition of a slightly stony element sitting behind its well-
sustained fruit. Although rounded and a little viscous in its
palatal start, it promptly tightens up as lemony acidity appears
pointedly and provides both brightness and the firmness to

ensure a few years of age. ¥ = & $30.00

€300 V. SATTUI Tre Uve Bianco Los Carneros 2021 the nose and in its very long and continuous flavors. If
58% Chenin Blanc; 40% Albarifio; 2% Pinot Grigio. V. Sattui’s momentarily hinting at a scant touch of early sweetness, it is
marriage of Chenin Blanc, Albarifio and Pinot Grigio proves to be charged with plenty of brisk acidity that affords it not only with
a happy one, and the wine is crisp, clean and energetically fruity excellent food-worthy balance but a few years of aging potential
with a subtle stony streak providing a bit of complexity both on as well. B 2 ¢ $32.00

LANG & REED CHENIN BLANC

The Lang & Reed Wine Company in Napa 2013_2021 Valley produced its very first wine, a

Cabernet Franc in 1993. Twenty years later, inspired by the wines from Vouvray in
France’s Loire Valley, added Chenin Blancto its repertoire and has ever since numbered
among the very few serious devotees of the @ L& @L [& &g grape. We have reviewed Lang & Reed’s
Chenin Blancs from the outset and have found them to be exceptionally well-
made renditions that rank with the very [ A nwG & REED NAPA VALLEY best from California. In addition to being
wines capable of considerable interest and complexity, the top French versions are
notably age-worthy wines that can evolve beautifully with age. Several months back, John Skupny and family, who are the proprietors of Lang &

Reed, reached out and wondered if we might be interested in revisiting the wines going back to the first to see how they have fared with time. As
believers in fine Chenin Blanc’s virtues, both when young and well-cellared, we could not have been more excited at the prospect.

The Lang & Reed winemaking philosophy is simple: seek out the best grapes, ferment them in barrel and then bottle. The aim is to let the wine
speak as to its variety and its place with as little intervention as possible, and, it was clear from our first encounter with Lang & Reed’s wines so
many years back that they were indelibly varietal and a decided cut above the norm. There is and always has been precious little Chenin Blanc
grown in the Napa Valley and Mendocino, and that is where John and company source their fruit to this day. Most every year, the winery produces
two, small-lot Chenin Blancs, one from the Oak Knoll District in southern Napa Valley and the other from a region known as the Talmage Bench
situated just east of the Russian River in Mendocino County.

The tasting notes below speak for themselves. All, save one, of the fourteen wines tasted were quite good, and, but for the 2013 rendition which
is beginning to tire, all of them had plenty of life left. Several seemed years away from reaching their peaks. As a bunch, they demonstrated a
sense of depth and a range of character rarely found in California Chenin Blancs, but then very few local renditions are made with quite the same
dedication to getting the best possible grapes from the very best sites and then not getting out of the way of what they have to say.

LANG & REED Mendocino 2013 found it to be on the somewhat stark and stolid side, but, with
With a light golden hue testifying to its age, this wine still has time, it has softened and now reveals a touch of honey and bit
the firm, slightly steely acidity noted in its youth, but the fresh, of peachy fruit to go with its faintly mineral traits. More rounded
lime- and pear-like fruit it offered up when young has started to now and wholly free of tactile angles and edges, it is balanced
go on the fade. It is dry, a bit stiff in feel with a slight streak of to softness and hints quietly at a touch of sweetness. It has not
bitterness cropping up at the end, and, if not dead on its feet, its only held up with age but has benefitted from it, and, if near to
best years have passed and the time for drinking is now. its peak, it should easily hold for several more years. Reviewed
Reviewed in 2015 at 88 points. in 2017 at 85 points.

€350 LANG & REED Napa Valley 2014

An altogether deeper and more generously fruited wine than its % LANG & REED Na
Vi ; Dy pa Valley 2015
same-vintage mate from Mendocino, the winery's 2014 Napa We were struck by this wine's energy as well as its fruity depth

Valley displays an intriguing sense of layering as well, first in its X > : :
aromyas of m{/elons andghongysuckle andyagailg in its well-ripened, when first released, and our enthusiasm is unchanged. Still very
very persistent flavors as well. Slightly fleshy and slightly supple fLesPE)and Wonderfully(jlll\:ce, |ftseems to have barely agﬁd and haﬁ
in feel, it is a nicely filled, very cohesive wine with fine palatal the buoyancy expected of a far younger wine. Not tight as muc
focus and length, and, while certain to keep and likely gain a bit as it is vibrant and bright, it is slightly rounded in feel with fine
' ' supporting acidity. It is a very dry effort whose sensation of

more complexity over the next half-dozen years, it has evolved b ¢ residual but by dint of |
impressively and offers a good deal of fruity appeal and interest sweetness comes not by way of residual sugar but by dint of its
insistent, slightly honeyed, melony fruit. It is convincing proof

right now. Reviewed in 2017 at 90 points. that well-made Chenin Blanc can age famously, and, albeit a

533 LANG & REED Mendocino 2014 lovely wine at the moment, it is years away from reaching its
On our first encounter with this wine some five years back, we best. Reviewed in 2017 at 90 points.
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€3[0 LANG & REED Napa Valley 2016

Smelling and tasting of peaches and melons with hints of orange
blossoms and the slightly stony and steely undercurrent that is
typical of more serious Chenin Blancs, this intensely fruity effort
is both rich and marvelously energetic with seamlessly integrated
acidity brightening its way. The Lang & Reed pair from 2016 are
both moderately full and slightly rounded in feel, but this one
from the Napa Valley is the deeper, far more vital and involving
wine of the two, and, if certain to hold up quite nicely for another
half-decade, it is a thoroughly satisfying look at the variety that
is drinking beautifully now. Reviewed in 2018 at 90 points.

EZB LANG & REED Mendocino 2016

Lighter and leaner on the nose than its Napa Valley counterpart
from 2016 with a bent to sweet citrus and steeliness, this one
surprises a bit by being rounded and slightly viscous once in the
mouth, and, while medium-full-bodied and mildly juicy in taste,
it is, at this point in its life, slightly underplayed in its expression
of essential fruit. It is a likeable wine, but, if one were to find a
bottle or two tucked away in the cellar, we recommend that
they be tagged for drinking relatively soon. Reviewed in 2017
at 88 points.

83 LANG & REED Napa Valley 2017

Though the minerally aspects of Chenin Blanc are easy enough
to spot here, they play second fiddle to riper and richer, slightly
honeyed, green melon fruit in the wine’s moderately intense
nose and, once again, in its comparatively open, very nicely filled
flavors. A deeper, fuller, more generous effort than its maker’s
Mendocino bottling from the same vintage, it is a tad less rich
than the 2016 Napa Valley version, and, though again, not a
wine that will tire any time soon, its rounder, fruit-driven aspects
argue for drinking over the next three or four years. Reviewed
in 2018 at 90 points.

233 LANG & REED Mendocino 2017

With a clean, but somewhat restrained nose that runs more to
the stony traits of Chenin Blanc than to overt fruit but managing
to show notes of green pears and a wee touch of flowers, this
slightly rounded, medium-bodied working is similarly a bit limited
in fruit on the palate when compared to its fuller and deeper
2017 cellarmate from the Napa Valley. It is in no danger of fading
and drying out over the next year or two, but the freshness that
made it so appealing in its youth is on the wane, and it is a wine
that does not promise to impress more with age. Reviewed in
2018 at 89 points.

E:-B LANG & REED Mendocino 2018

Very much in the fresh and lively, less forcefully fruity mold of
past Mendocino bottlings, the 2018 edition is charged with
plenty of youthful vigor and is structured to age a bit without
making big demands for protracted cellaring. Its freshness is, in
fact, at the top of its list of virtues, and it is just juicy enough
at its heart to make for satisfying drinking in the near term
with richer shellfish dishes and creamy chicken preparations.
Reviewed in 2019 at 89 points.

€389 LANG & REED Napa Valley 2018

We had questions about this one’s fruity hesitancy when the wine
made its first appearance at our tasting table two Septembers
back, and it impressed as being a little too taut and tight for its
own good. We did see some potential that its nascent fruit might
yet emerge with time, and, though we were not ready to bet big
that it would, a couple of years of bottle age has proven it to be
a far better wine, one that has the fruity richness and reach we
have come to expect in Lang & Reed’s Napa Valley bottlings. Still
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very firm and balanced to commend further age yet, it should
continue to grow for another half-dozen years. Reviewed in
2020 at 86 points.

SB LANG & REED Mendocino 2019

If perhaps a little more outgoing in fruit than it was two years
back and hinting at a wisp of suppressed sweetness noticed
when first tasted, this bright and lively, spotlessly clean offering
still retains all the vibrancy and vigor that initially earned it high
marks. It was never a narrow or tight-fisted wine, yet it is a bit
more accessible now thanks to its time on the cork, and it has
gained in fruity charm, sufficiently so as to invite drinking now,
despite exhibiting the age-worthy balance that is a hallmark of
Lang & Reed Chenin Blancs. Reviewed in 2020 at 89 points.

{B LANG & REED Mendocino 2020

[t may be true that 2020 presented myriad problems to growers
and vintners in many parts of the state, but this lovely wine is a
reminder that generalized vintage assessments in California are
never a good idea. Though still an absolute baby in its early stages
of development, it displays a little more richness than is typcially
found in the winery’s Mendocino offerings, and its vibrant, very
dry flavors of green apples and melons are laced with complexing
elements of minerals and wet stones. That it will grow is without
debate, and, given a few years, it may well warrant a second star.
Reviewed in 2021 at 90 points.

B 18 3
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LANG & REED CHENIN BLANC MENDOCINO

m LANGE & REED Talmage Mendocino 2020

A new member of Lang & Reed’s accomplished collection of
Chenin Blancs, the 2020 Talmage stands apart for its richness
and complexity. It was fermented in oak and allowed fourteen
months of barrel age, the result of which is a very deep, multi-
layered wine that deftly combines elements of juicy, ripe pears,
peaches, sweet limes and honeysuckle with notes of gingery
spice and stones. It is a big and expansive wine by Chenin Blanc
standards that, while not soft, exhibits a certain tactile roundness
from its time in oak, and it ranks with the most serious examples
around. Kudos to the Skupny family who are the proprietors of
Lang & Reed. Gaas = $60.00

283 LANG & REED Mendocino 2021

Slated for release several months from now, the latest in the
winery’s long string of Mendocino Chenin Blanc bottlings is a
fresh, fruit-oriented wine keyed on the classic, green melon and
mildly honeyed qualities of the variety. Ever so slightly soft in
balance but still enlivened by fine fruity energy, it is a slightly
fuller, less acid-bound rendition that, though certainly not one
that demands hasty drinking, is long on juicy appeal and easily
approached in its youth. i = $32.00




Gewurztraminer

Gewiirztraminer, one of the noble Alsatian varieties responsible some of the most
distinctive, easy-to-recognize aromatic white wines around, has always been

something of a fringe player in California, and so it remains to this day. With a
uniquely spicy quality and typically redolent of flowers, it is hard to mistake it for any other grape, and, while certainly not limited to a particular
cuisine, wines made from Gewiirztraminer are classically paired with Choucroute Garnie. Happily, it has not disappeared from West Coast
vineyards, and, when well-made, Gewiirztraminer is a wine that is bound to please those who are looking for something a bit out of the norm and

markedly different from the popular white standbys of the day.

B. LOVELY Washington State 2021

Fresh, lively and blossomy with a dollop of spice on the nose, this
wine starts out on a positive note but its Gewdurztraminer
credentials come into question once in the mouth where slight
candied sweetness turns out to be the dominant, near-singular
trait of its simple flavors. While a genial, cleanly made, very easy
to quaff wine to be sure, its varietal diffidence holds it back from
full one-star recommendation. £ $15.00

E‘:B CHATFAU STE. MICHELLE Columbia Valley 2021

A slightly sweeter take on Gewdrztraminer that flirts here and
there with suggestions of Riesling, this floral, lightly peachy wine
hints quietly at enough spice to make its way onto the varietal
track, and its evident residual sugar is balanced by finely fit acidity
that keeps candied confection at bay. Easy to sip on its own but
just as easily enjoyed with foods that ask for lighter wines of a
juicier sort, it is a bona fide bargain at an amazingly low price.

GOOD VALUE ¥ £ $9.00

@ DOWSETT FAMILY Celilo Vineyard 2019

Columbia Gorge. The slightly fuller of the Dowsett Family pair
in terms of body and weight but also a bit more reluctant in its
display of Gewurztraminer spice though still quietly making its
way into varietal territory, this dry, well-balanced effort does a
good job at avoiding the bitterness that sometimes marks the
variety and has the stuffing and substance to pair well with
sausages and richer foods. A= £ $29.00

€3[87] DOWSETT FAMILY Columbia Gorge 2019

Though not quite as rich as its single-site mate from the Celilo
Vineyard, this wine musters a tad more spice to go with its lightly
honeyed, mildly melon-like fruit. Though suggesting a bit of juicy
sweetness on the nose, it is quite dry on the palate and finishes
with a fairly lengthy, lightly fruity aftertaste punctuated by notes
of ginger and lime zest that bring it into the fold of well-defined
Gewdrztraminers.
GOOD VALUE

€37 FELLOW Clarksburg 2018

If not a Gewdrztraminer that goes for strident spice, this genially
juicy effort does hint faintly at a gingery note or two to go with
its very clean and continuous candied-apple fruit, and it finds a
nice bit of firming grip beneath its slight residual sweetness. Give
it a try with lighter, picnicky dishes or sip it on its own, and stay
away from the boldly flavored foods that call for its bigger, riper,
more explicitly spicy cousins. £ $20.00

GUNDLACH BUNDSCHU Dry Estate Vineyard 2021

Sonoma Valley. A slight, but noticeable matchsticky note works
its way into the lightly floral, ginger-accented aromas of sweet
limes of this quietly spicy, mid-sized effort and makes a muted,
reappearance in its finish, and, if far from an unforgivable sin,
it does distract from what is otherwise the fairly nice varietal
definition of this firmly balanced, dry-finished Gewdrztraminer. A
few minutes of aeration and service with food will go a long way
in setting things right. £ $27.00

= £ $16.00

HALLECK VINEYARD

583583 HALLECK Dry Calandrelli Vineyard 2021

Russian River Valley. If admittedly one of the more expensive
Gewdrztraminers around, Halleck’s Calandrelli Vineyard version is
an absolutely gorgeous, very intense, wonderfully effusive version
that hits all of the right varietal marks with great aplomb. Its
expressive aromas of roses, lychees and gingery spice lead to
deep and continuous, fully dry, exceptionally long and layered
flavors of the same with palate-cleansing acidity keeping it bright
and buoyant throughout. It is an offering that dyed-in-the wool
devotees of the grape should not miss, and it will prove a real
eye-opener to those unfamiliar with just how very good serious
Gewdrztraminer can be. = 2 $53.00

nii

ESTATE BOTTLED

83 HUSCH Dry Anderson Valley 2021

Geared a bit more to the flowery, jasmine-like aromatics of its
variety than it is to intense spice yet still hinting at scattered notes
of ginger throughout that mark it indelibly as Gewurztraminer,
Husch’s 2021 bottling is a fairly deep and continuously well-
focused, carefully balanced dry working that shows a nice bit of
food-worthy finishing grip. A wine that would earn enthusiastic
recommendation even if costing considerably more, it comes at
a surprisingly modest price that makes it all the easier to like. Fans
of Gewurztraminer should definitely take note.

GOOD VALUE R £

283 MADRONA Fl Dorado 2019

Putting a fine first foot forward with a moderately intense, very
specific Gewdrztraminer nose of lychee-like fruit laced with flowers
and spice and fully living up to promise once in the mouth, this
flavorful effort displays good varietal authority from beginning to
end. It is medium-full-bodied and a bit soft in balance with the
lower-acid structure and slight back-palate bitterness typical of
the grape, but it boasts fine fruity volume and length. It is an
expressive wine that will fill the bill nicely when liberally spiced
chicken dishes, sausages or lighter curries are on the menu, and
it gets an appreciative nod of approval for its noteworthy value.
GOOD VALUE £ $18.00

$18.00
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Gewurztraminer

8:3 SOUTH COAST WINERY Dry Temecula Valley 2021

It would be easy to believe that a good dose of Riesling has made
its way to this very floral, wonderfully vital wine, and, though
showing enough sweetness to make us question its designation
as “dry,” it is a wonderfully lively offering with more brightness
and energy than Gewdurztraminer is typically wont to show. Very
fruity and as clean as can be, but with a certain cool-climate
briskness and buoyancy that sets it apart, it is an exceptionally
well-made, if slightly different rendering of the grape that is a
resounding success. ¥ £ $27.00

233 UNION SACRE Los Ositos Vineyard Arroyo Seco 2021

With a fairly full nose keyed on ripe peaches and nectarines that
is echoed in kind by its juicy, very slightly sweet-leaning flavors,
this rounded, softly balanced, slightly viscous offering speaks to
varietal spice in comparatively hushed tones, but it is an invitingly
fruity effort all the same with a long, somewhat drier finish than
its first hints of sweetness predict. Y #  $20.00

WILLIAMS
SEIL YE M

TEXNEZC
Re

€0 3[92) WILLIAMS SELYEM Late Harvest 2020

Vista Verde Vineyard San Benito County. A very sweet, late-
picked, dessert version of Gewdrztraminer, this wine is uncannily
lithe and well-balanced for one that boasts 18.1% residual sugar,
and, its ample sweetness notwithstanding, the floral and slightly
spicy specifics of its variety are impossible to miss. It sports notes
of vanilla as well as a complexing touch of oaky sweetness that
come by way of its fermentation in new French oak barrels, but
its enduring message is one of concentrated, honeyed, slightly
tropical fruit. While a hedonistic conclusion to memorable meals
right now, it promises to age effortlessly and is certain to hold
without risk of flattening or fading for another five to ten years.

375 ml bottle. & @  $40.00

( (
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There are two stories of significance regarding the big-time emergence of Pinot Gris here on
the West Coast. First is the grape’s wholly unexpected popularity in recent years, especially
under its Italian moniker “Pinot Grigio,” and the other is its rise to more serious status in

Oregon where it is invariably labeled by its classic French name and has become, very arguably,
the most important white variety in the state. Though which name the variety goes by may not guarantee a specific style, the former wines tend to
be winsome and easy to quaff whereas those from the Northwest are, for the most part, drier, more structured and more interesting wines made

to be enjoyed at the mealtime table.

83 ACROBAT Oregon 2021

On the slightly richer and riper side as Pinot Gris goes, Acrobat’s
2021 rendition is introduced by relatively full, peach and orange
melon aromas that are echoed in kind by its rounded, mid-density
flavors. If not as spry and zesty as some, it does not err to softness
and finds a brightening streak of lemon zest in the latter going
with a bit of the tell-tale minerally grip that its variety predicts
showing in its firm and lingering finish.

GOOD VALUE RLAN

ACROBAT Oregon 2019

Still fairly fresh with a lightly blossomy overlay to its aromas of
mildly citrusy fruit, the 2019 Acrobat Pinot Gris is a tad softer
and not quite as bright as its younger incarnation reviewed just
above. Although it is in no way old or tired-seeming, it is a wine
for which we would find an easy-to-reach place in the front of
the cellar as it is unlikely to benefit from age and is one to drink
up in the near term. 2 & $16.00

$16.00

€5X 361 ANCIEN Sangiacomo Vineyard Carneros 2019
Sourced from a tiny plot in the Sangiacomo Vineyard that was

planted with Alsatian clones of Pinot Gris over twenty years back
exclusively for Ancien Wines, the 2019 edition is a serious and
somewhat different wine that is a good deal more complex than
the typical Pinot Gris. It combines citrus, green peach and Granny
Smith apples with a distinctly minerally, wet-stone element and
top notes of fresh flowers, and, even though firmly structured
and fully dry, there is a sustained sense of juicy fruit at its heart.
It is enormously interesting now, but it impresses as being a Pinot
Gris that is capable of aging for no less than another half-decade
and most likely more. = 2 $32.00

QB ATOZ Oregon 2021

There is a nice sense of fruity fullness to the slightly peachy and
faintly honeyed aromas of this direct, very accessible look at Pinot
Gris that is reiterated in this one’s juicy flavors, and only at the
very last minute does the wine reveal a bare touch of the stone-
and mineral-like traits that are, more often than not, part and
parcel of Oregon offerings. It does not need service with food to
succeed and will do fine duty as an aperitif before meals, but it
will continue to please at the table when dinner is served.
GOOD VALUE D £ $18.00

BOGLE Pinot Grigio 2021

Although deserving of credit for being clean as can be, this light,
softly structured, slightly sweet-seeming offering is fairly limited
when it comes to identifiable fruit of any kind. It is comparatively
low in alcohol (11.0%) and is a simple and rather innocuous
quaffer to gulp down without ceremony before another year has

passed. B % £ $u.oo
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{3 BRANDBORG Elkton Oregon 2021

Nicely focused on the mildly minerally, green peach fruit of Pinot
Gris with touches of sweet limes surfacing here and there, this
well-balanced middleweight conveys a little more fruity substance
than many of its peers and sports a fine spine of acidity that keeps
it lively throughout. It is a wine that will find broad use as a foil
to light to mid-weight seafoods, and, while thoroughly enjoyable
now, it has the energy to keep for a few years without danger

of fading or drying out.
GOOD VALUE B =~ ¢

CANOE RIDGE Expedition 2021

Horse Heaven Hills. Fairly fragrant with a touch of blossomy
sweetness on the nose, this clean, comparatively light-bodied
effort starts out in the mouth with an appealing sense of fruity
freshness, but it stiffens up notably as it crosses the palate, and
a mix of lemon-pith and stony bitterness emerges as its frontal
fruit struggles to keep pace. X £ $14.00

E:B CARABELIA Chehalem Mountains 2021

Lightly juicy without tipping to sweetness and showing the
classic minerally bite of Oregon Pinot Gris, Carabella’s is firmly
balanced, medium-bodied offering with fine fruity persistence
and energy. It is just the thing to pour with fresh, cracked crab,
and, even if not an especially big and bold wine, it will hold its
own alongside salmon fillets sautéed in butter and finished with
a light squeeze of lemon. XX £ $20.00

$18.00

CASTORO

283 CASTORO Pinot Grigio Whale Rock Vineyard 2020

Paso Robles. A bit riper and fuller in its expression of peaches
and melons and a little more generously filled than the name
“Pinot Grigio” usually connotes, Castoro’s Whale Rock Vineyard
version is a rounded, medium-bodied wine that emphasizes
fairly juicy, nicely sustained fruit without bending to obvious
sweetness. It gets an enlivening lift from acidity yet is never close
to being tangy or tart. It is a very amiable effort that is as good
now as it is likely to get, and we recommend that it be enjoyed
over the next 12 to 24 months. - £ $25.00

CHATEAU STE. MICHELLE Columbia Valley 2021

We tasted this wine twice and found the two samples to be
decidedly different, one was clean, nicely balanced and modestly
fruity while the other was lifeless and dull. This note’s score is
based on the former. Such are the inconsistencies that invariably
come with wines made in great quantities — in this case some

one-hundred-thousand cases — but, given its maker’s record of
reliability, we feel comfortable in regarding the dreary example
as the aberrant one. £ $9.00

€3[87) CHEMISTRY Willamette Valley 2020

Emphatic freshness is the strong suit of this bright and buoyant
Pinot Gris, and the wine counters its slight suggestion of juicy
sweetness with plenty of acidity without getting too tart and
tangy for its own good. Simple but tasty, it is cut from leaner
cloth, and its lively balance and very clean lines direct to service
with lighter, relatively delicate seafoods over the next year.
GOOD VALUE X £ $17.00

EDNA VALLEY VINEYARD Pinot Grigio California 2020
Wispy touches of herbs along with light notes of lemon blossoms
add a bit of extra interest to this straightforward, cleanly made
Pinot Grigio, and the wine’s mildly minerally flavors stay away
from any evident sweetness. Complexity and fruity depth may
not be its strengths, but this is a balanced effort that is easy to
drink with or without food. X £ $15.00

ESTANCIA Pinot Grigio California 2020
Very much a wine that fits the model of quaffable, light-hearted
Pinot Grigios, Estancia’s 2020 version will not be accused of being
layered or complex, but it is a clean and affably balanced bottling
that is so very easy to drink, and it avoids the pitfalls of mawkish
sweetness. It will turn the trick as an afternoon refresher on its
own as well as a complement to lighter luncheon fare of all kinds,
and not the least of its virtues is its very modest price.
GOOD VALUE £

S:B EVESHAM WOOD Blanc du Puits Sec 2021

Eola-Amity Hills. 85% Pinot Gris; 15% Gewdrztraminer. If not
unduly soft, this intriguing blend of varieties is a rounder wine
of a slightly creamy sort owing to its full malolactic fermentation.
It is dry but suggests slightly juicy nectarines along with touches
of honeysuckle and a scant bit of spice in both aroma and taste,
and, even though it is not charged with lots of obvious acidity, it
firms up nicely in the latter going and finishes with a lengthy,
persistently fruity finish. £ $20.00

FERRARI-CARANCO

83 FERRARI-CARANO Pinot Grigio Sonoma County 2021
A scant suggestion of residual sweetness heightens the juicier
aspects of this squeaky clean, fruit-driven Pinot Grigio, yet the
wine comes with plenty of crisping acidity that allows it to pair
well with lighter foods of all kinds. And, when occasion calls for
a glassful or two of something that is refreshingly gulpable on its
own, it will more than fill the bill. g e o $24.oo

EIB HENDERSON TRAIL Willamette Valley 2021

A very good expression of the prevalent, mineral-inflected style
to which the majority of Oregon Pinot Gris bottlings adhere, this
wine captures a good bit of white peach fruit as well along with
lighter notes of mandarins and sweet oranges. It is a carefully
balanced offering of moderate weight, and, despite teasing with
a bit of genial juiciness, it is fairly dry and will prove to be a
versatile mealtime mate. =R ¥ $25.00

$11.00

209




( (

o/ A 2L

[~ 4

HESS SELECT California 2021

Defined fruit is largely missing in this oddly concocted, slightly
sweet-and-sour wine. It shows a brief note of matchsticks in the
nose that happily dissipates with a bit of air, but it never manages
to get on a fruity track and finishes with lemony stiffness as its
most lasting trait. P £ $15.00

€367 JOEL GOTT Willamette Valley 2021

Nicely fruited and slightly juicy in character without resorting to
candied sweetness, this well-balanced middleweight smacks of
fresh white peaches with subtle accents of minerals. It is the kind
of wine that, while very tasty on its own, has the acidity to work
effortlessly with foods running from simple chicken dishes to
crab cakes and will make a capable partner to a broad range of
slightly sweet and spicy Asian fare. A8 £ $20.00

JOSH Pinot Grigio California 2021

Markedly less fruity than the local Pinot Grigio norm and free of
evident sweetness, if not so dry as to seem too austere, this mid-
sized offering claims a bit of richness and inclines to stony
firmness following a briefly rounded, slightly viscous palatal start.
It closes with just enough grippy astringency to dissuade light-
hearted quaffing and is a wine that will fare best if poured as a
partner to food. X £ $15.00

J VINEYARDS California 2021

Once its brief scent of matchsticks dissipates, this wine shows a
quiet note of minerals, but, both in the nose and on the palate,
it is decidedly sparing in fruit. Its flavors are clean but cramped
with a stony steak that becomes slightly chalky in the late going,
and its finishing reiteration of matchstick is made all the more
evident by its fruity dearth. B e £ $17.00

SB KENDALL-JACKSON Vintner’s Reserve California2o2o
9% Albarino; 2% other. Here is a Pinot Gris with a little more
fruity substance starting with its mid-depth aromas of peaches,
pears and sweet limes and continuing on into its slightly juicy,
nicely filled flavors of the same. The wine is medium-bodied and
slightly fleshy in feel with a welcome bit of finishing firmness and
grip, and it displays a modest measure of richness that sets it
apart from the majority of its similarly priced cousins.

Sofane

{B KING ESTATE Four Nobles Cuvée Blanc 2019

Willamette Valley. 38% Pinot Gris; 38% Gewurztraminer; 15%
Muscat; 9% Riesling. King Estate’s proprietary blend of aromatic
white varieties runs from sweet peaches to melons and lychee-
like fruit on the nose with scents of fresh flower peeking out
here and there. On the slightly lighter side in terms of body and
weight, it follows with pretty, lightly floral, well-fruited flavors
that are just as juicy as expected. All it wants is a good chill and
a warm afternoon to show at its best. 2 L% 3o.o00

{B KING ESTATE Willamette Valley 2021
There is a light, minerally undercurrent that runs the length of

$15.00

this nicely fruited Pinot Gris, and, if not overtly sweet, the wine
does show a slightly juicy aspect to its lengthy, ever-so-slightly
stony flavors that makes it a tasty mouthful on its own while
having the balance and structure to pair winningly with food.
Year in and year out, King Estate has shown consistent success
with the variety including single site standouts and its flagship
Domaine bottling, and this, its basic appellation version fully
reflects its successful ways with the grape.
GOOD VALUE

KUDOS Willamette Valley 2021

This wine very quietly hints at a touch of sweetness on the nose
as well as in its flavors that works to enhance its simple, vaguely
melon-like qualities. Though a Pinot Gris that shows a bit of
tactile weight, it does not convey much in the way of richness or
real fruity depth, and its transit from pleasant “fruitiness” to
lingering, slightly chalky bitterness in the latter going leaves it
uncomfortably at odds with itself. 8 <& £  $16.00

{B LA CREMA Monterey 2021

Right from the first suggesting a little more fullness and fruity
richness than a good many comparably priced Pinot Gris bottlings
with a nice complement of ripe melon fruit in play both on the
nose and in its rounded, mid-density flavors, this well-made wine
conveys an appealing bit of juiciness without relying on noticeable
sweetness. It keeps astringency in check and can be enjoyed on
its own, but it has the vinous substance and strength to succeed
with somewhat richer foods. = = $20.00

@ LANGE Reserve Willamette Valley 2021

Smelling lightly of lemon blossoms with a distinct stony edge and
then upping the ante in richness and fruity volume on the palate,
Lange’s Reserve Pinot Gris is a nicely constructed, fairly flavorful
wine of moderate weight that exhibits a steady, slightly juicy,
white peach and mineral presence in a dry and very well-
balanced package. | £ $28.00

LAUREL RIDGE Finn Hill Vineyard Yamhill-Carlton 2021
We like this one’s aromas of fresh green apples and melons, but
its light and relatively narrow flavors are somewhat disappointing
as they are not nearly as well endowed as they could be. The
wine stiffens straightaway on the palate as its sparing fruit pulls
up short, and the last-minute heat that crops up in its chalky,
slightly bitter finish does it no favors. <& &  $28.00

LILLIE’S Pinot Grigio California 2021

By Langtry Farms. A little lethargic for a wine that is barely a year
old and very much in need of a brightening spark, this one tilts
ever so slightly to ripeness with low-keyed aromas and flavors
that hint quietly of peaches, mandarins and a scant touch of
sweet almonds, but its less-than-lively manner strongly argues
for drinking within the next year. A £ $24.00

SB LUCY Pico Blanco Monterey County 2021
70% Pinot Gris; 30% Pinot Blanc. This well-composed blend of
two Pinots begins with a very attractive nose of peaches, sweet
limes and fresh flowers and follows up its inviting start with like-
minded flavors that last and last. Its juicy demeanor is reliant on
fruit and not simple sweetness, and it teases with a bit of stony
complexity while always keeping its sights firmly fixed on fruit. It
is yet another very well-made wine from the Pisoni family that far
outperforms at the price, and, while it will keep nicely for a few
years, it is wonderfully tasty stuff right now.

GOOD VALUE i =~ ¢

McMANIS Pinot Grigio River Junction 2021
Very much a “Grigio” in that it is a softer and fruitier wine with

X £ $19.00

$24.00




a bent to peaches and pears and very little of the minerally traits
of which Pinot Gris is capable of showing, this one will never be
accused of being complex or bitingly crisp, but it is a likeable, very
clean and easy to drink effort that, like so many other wines from
McManis, is hard to beat at the price.

GOOD VALUE L

OAK GROVE Pinot Grigio California 2020

Clean but largely vacant in defined fruit of any sort, this simple,
slightly sweet wine seems designed for pool-side quaffing as
much as anything else. While it will do just that job reasonably
well, if offers no instruction on the ways of well-made Pinot Gris
and comes off as tasting very much like the inexpensive wine
that it is. £ $9.00

PRIMARIUS Oregon 2021

A ready reminder that Pinot Gris can produce wines with a bit of
color, this one could pass for a pale Rosé in appearance. lIts
mineral-inflected flavors of just-ripe apples and pears display a
bit more vinous substance than its variety typically predicts, and
it finishes firmly with a fair bit of slightly chalky astringency that
separates it from its lighter, easy-to-quaff cousins. It is a wine that
is best tagged for drinking with food. & <& £  $15.00

SAMUEL ROBERT Vineyard Reserve 2021

Willamette Valley. On first nosing, this wine shows a varietally
atypical touch of herbaceousness that is distantly reminiscent of
Sauvignon Blanc, but it is otherwise fairly stark and sparing in
defined fruit, and its fruity deficit is again apparent in its dull and
listless flavors. Surprisingly soft and lifeless for a Pinot Gris that is
as young as it is, it finishes abruptly with bitterness and a tag end
of heat further limiting it appeal. & 2% &  $16.00

SAND POINT Pinot Grigio California 2021

By Langetwins. Fairly simple but at the same time showing a nice
bit of fruity richness and a wine of a slightly sweeter bent, Sand
Point’s Pinot Grigio is a clean, nicely balanced bottling that seems
designed for quaffing more than a wine that demands service
with food. That said, it will do the job in washing down pinicky
fare such as a fruity chicken salad, and the price is right.

$10.00

GOOD VALUE i 2 £ $13.00

SCENIC VALLEY FARMS Willamette Valley 2021

That Pinot Gris can have a bit of color is no surprise, but this
salmon-pink rendition could very easily pass for a Rosé. It is not
an overtly fruity wine to reach for when light-hearted quaffing is
the aim. It is, instead, one whose vinous grip and hard-to-miss
astringency mandate pouring with food, and it is best tagged for
drinking with something comparatively substantial, say a thick,
liberally seasoned, grilled salmon steak or slices of pork tenderloin
finished with a creamy sauce. # $18.00

SEAGLASS Pinot Grigio Central Coast 2021

Among the lighter wines made from Pinot Gris is this issue and
one that is near colorless in appearance, the latest Seaglass Pinot
Grigio is a slender, faintly sweet, clean-as-can-be working that is
as quaffable as they come. Its modest success comes by way of
its freshness and lively balance, but richness of any kind is simply
not among its traits. It is bound to be overmatched by any but
the lightest foods, and we recommend that it be drunk up before
the 2022 version hits the market. ~ #4 £ $14.00

8} SOKOL BLOSSER Willamette Valley 2021

Slightly pulled back in fruit and favoring the more savory and
somewhat stony properties that mark most Oregon versions,
Sokol Blosser’s is a dry, well-structured wine with a pronounced
bit of minerally grip. More a wine meant for the mealtime table
than it is for light-hearted, unaccompanied sipping, it has the
solidity and fleshy substance to succeed famously as a foil to
intensely flavored, roasted salmon infused with a healthy amount
of garlic and herbs. | © $26.00

TERRITORIAL Willamette Valley 2021

Fresh and very clean on the nose with a relatively subdued fruity
presence and following with similarly fresh, lightly fruity, slightly
sweet-seeming flavors of white melons brightened by a touch of
lemon zest, this easy-going Pinot Gris musters just enough
balancing acidity to complement lighter foods, yet its lack of
textural stiffness makes it a wine that is a likeable quaff on its
own. g £ $22.00

PINOT BLANC

While there is an ocean of West Coast Pinot Gris now on the market, the same cannot be
said about its closely related cultivar, Pinot Blanc. There is, in fact, very little Pinot
Blanc grown in local climes — barely 250 acres in California according to the most recent

USDA for 2021, which is down twenty-percent from the year before. Considering that
Chardonnay now checks in with over go,000 acres planted, it is a wonder that varietal bottlings of Pinot Blanc even exist, which is too bad as it is
grape capable of making very good wines, as several of the offerings below fully attest.

833 DUTTON-GOLDFIELD Shop Block 2020

Green Valley of Russian River Valley. The slightly juicier and
more forthrightly fruity of the Dutton-Goldfield pair, the 2020
version of the Shop Block Pinot Blanc begins with an effusive,
beautifully composed nose of sweet limes, peaches and fresh
flowers that is followed up by generously fruited flavors that are,
if anything, deeper and richer than promised. Though it has the
enlivening acidity and ongoing brightness to pair famously with
food, it is a complete and immensely appealing effort that is
absolutely delicious on its own and is guaranteed to cause those
to who normally look askance at Pinot Blanc to rethink their
opinion of the variety. 2 £©  $30.00

€369 DUTTON-GOLDFIELD Shop Block 2021
Green Valley of Russian River Valley. Be it by dint of its youth

D

0%0%

or by the dictates of vintage, this Pinot Blanc takes a markedly
different tack than its year-older mate from the same site and
producer. It is a tighter, brighter, altogether more zesty look at
the grape with a decided citrusy bent and undertones of wet
stones. Vitality, more than richness, is its strong suit at this point
in its life, and our choice would be to set it aside for another year
or two — and perhaps even three — while enjoying its more
outgoing 2020 incarnation now. = = $33.00
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FORIS Rogue Valley 2020

This rounded, easy-going Pinot Blanc is softly suggestive of white
peaches and nectarines without so much as a hint of sweetness,
and, if not a wine that is given to high-acid crispness, it is nicely
sustained and gently firm in feel. Its slight tag-end of bitterness is
only noticeable when sipped on its own and wholly ameliorated
by service with food. 2D £ $i5.00

SAINT GREGORY Mendocino County 2019

By Graciano. Albeit hinting at a bit of fruity sweetness upon initial
nosing, this taut and tightly structured wine turns out to be far
from sweet in taste with undisguised acidity steering to slightly
lemony tartness. Those who cannot seem to find wines with
enough acid to meet their taste may well enjoy it without the
buffering effects of food, but the rest of us are likely to find it
more far more appealing with meals. Give it a try with creamy
pastas with shrimp. ¥ £ $15.00

{3{3 THREE STICKS Durell Vineyard Sonoma Coast 2019

A far richer, riper, more expansive Pinot Blanc than most and one
whose layering and subtle lashings of creamy oak bring good
Chardonnay to mind, the 2019 Three Sticks rendition is a deep,
impressively filled wine that begs to be taken seriously. Mind that
it is not at all heavy and is, in fact, quite well-balanced for the
ample offering that it is, but it would not be our first choice

it

THREE STICKS

when selecting something light and refreshing for sipping on a
warm afternoon. It very much begs to be poured with accordingly
rich foods. AR ¥ $50.00

€3[87) WINE BY JOE Willamette Valley 2021

By Dobbes Family. A bit of a minimalist in terms of its expression
of fruit but a wine that makes up in brightness and bounce for
what it lacks in the way of a big fruity voice, this sleek and
snappy, comparatively light-bodied Pinot Blanc has energy to
spare. It is a fine choice for pouring with milder seafoods of all
kinds and will do particularly fine service in washing down fresh
oysters served on the half-shell.

GOOD VALUE & ¥ £  $14.00

583 WINTER’S HILL Reserve Dundee Hills 2019

A lively, medium-bodied wine with a bent to sweet lemons and
nominally ripened stone fruit, this crisply balanced Pinot Blanc is
on the restrained side of things as opposed to one that goes for
sweet and effusive fruitiness. Never complex but fairly constant
and staying in its lane through to lengthy finish, it is ready-to-
drink and will prove its worth as a likeable mealtime partner to
sundry fish and chicken dishes alike. “= £ $29.00

Chardonnays are beginning to stack up in
releases a couple of months hence, but as

our cellar in advance of a long look at new
it is — and by all indications guaranteed to

remain — the most popular and in-demand

CHARDONNAY

white wine of them all, we thought it

appropriate to include a handful of recently arrived offerings this month to tide its admirers over until its next large-scale appearance in the
November issue of CGCW. This bunch runs the gamut from examples that are gregariously fruity, made without oak and meant to gulped down
in haste, while others are cut from richer, more complex and serious cloth. As its fans are well aware, Chardonnay comes in myriad styles that

will fit most any occasion, and they are all represented here.

E:B ALMA DE CATTLEYA Sonoma County 2021

Fresh, green apple fruit is the mainstay of this medium-full-
bodied Chardonnay, and, while it is a little reluctant on the
nose, its flavors muster more fruity presence than expected. It
tends ever so slightly to glyceriny softness on entry but firms up
nicely as it crosses the palate. The minor coarseness that crops
up at the very end is not out of bounds given its youth and will
go all but unnoticed with a short stay in the bottle and/or service
with food. = = $28.00

ANCIENT PEAKS Santa Margarita Ranch 2021

We find a lot to like in this wine's gently oaked, very specific
varietal aromas of ripe and green apples, but the juiciness that is
promised on the nose does not appear to the extent expected in
the mouth where stiffening acidity rules the roost. Beyond being
simply tangy this one comes across as too taut and nervy for its
own good, and, while it is possible that it could find a bit of much-
needed rounding a year or two down the line, we are not at all
convinced that it will. = ¥ $20.00

533 BERNARDUS Monterey County 2020
Here is a clean, well-balanced Chardonnay that goes directly to
its variety’s fruity point without a lot of fancy oak extras. It smacks

of ripe apples without letting ripeness run rampant, and its very
well-integrated acidity affords it with fine, table-wine structure
while stopping short of being too tight and stiff. It will take a bit
of age, but age is not required, and it is ready to enjoy without
a further wait. = £ $30.00

BRICOLEUR Unoaked Russian River Valley 2020

If cleanly made and possessing a modicum of apple- and melon-
like fruit, this is a wine that shows very little in the way of varietal
authority. It hints quietly at a bit of sweetness yet goes wanting
for both richness and life, and its lack of brightness works against
the principal virtue of unoaked Chardonnays. Drink it soon or
not at all. 25 ¢ $32.00

€5X3[92] CASTELLO DI AMOROSA Reserve Napa Valleyzozo
An rich, but somewhat sophisticated Chardonnay right out of
the gate with a full, but very well-controlled nose of both ripe
and crisp green apples layered with lovely oak and complexing
notes of roasted grains, this wine delivers every bit as much deep,
slightly succulent fruit in the mouth as promised. Although its
readily accessible richness might suggest that it is best tagged for
near-term drinking — and we would not argue that it is other
than wholly satisfying right now — it is impeccably balanced and
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brightened by vivid acidity that, combined with its impressions of
untapped reserve, make a very strong case for upwards of four

or five years of additional age. “=R ¥ $59.00

83 CLIF FAMILY Unoaked Oak Knoll District 2021

An argument can be made, and often is, that Chardonnay is a
wine whose richness and complexity have as much to do with its
making than with its fundamental fruit, yet, if oak does not
figure in the equation here, this is one that shows a bit more
richness, fruity volume and depth than many unoaked versions.
It is medium-full bodied and quite firm in balance with cleansing
acidity to spare, and, although we would hesitate in predicting
increased complexity over time, it is a wine with the structure to
age effortlessly for several years. f == ¥ $36.00

83 CUTRUZZOLA Marco’s Vineyard 2020

Sonoma Mountain. Smelling and tasting of crisp apples and
sweet lemons with a nice trim of lightly toasty oak and a wine
that is marked by pervasive freshness, this solidly varietal, well-
defined Chardonnay maintains good grasp on fruit throughout
its length. After inclining to rounded softness on entry, it firms
up as elevated acidity comes on a bit strong at the finish, and, if
not hard-edged or overly rigid, it is just tight enough to make an
argument for year or two of age. = = $38.00

€3[88] DOBBES FAMILY Grand Assemblage 2021

Willamette Valley. Although its restrained, relatively delicate,
mildly floral aromas might lead to expectations of a fairly light
wine on the palate, this one surprises with flavors that show
more fruity volume and weight than predicted. Never lavish or at
all dramatic but a complete, nicely focused, medium-bodied
Chardonnay, it earns good marks for its lively balance and its
unassailable varietal credentials. B == £ $32.00

€3[87) DOBBES FAMILY Willamette Valley 2019

While this wine is admittedly a bit tight and tart and verging on
narrowness, it does manage to find fairly fine fruity focus to its
aromas and flavors of crisp green apples. A bit damped down in
richness, but lively and briskly balanced, it is a Chardonnay for
those who favor a more minimalist approach to the grape, and,
if not one we would choose for pouring with the likes of lobster
of salmon in sauce, it will do the trick in washing down lighter,
more delicate fish and shellfish dishes from raw oysters to sole
and pan-fried trout. X £ $30.00

EB FELLOW Clarksburg 2021

10% Chenin Blanc. Fixed first and last on fresh apple fruit with
a light trim of vanillin richness, this straight-ahead Chardonnay
can rightly be accused as being a bit simple but is clean and very
well-balanced with a nice sense of spryness to its step. Do not
hide it away in the cellar for long and enjoy it soon for the fresh
and lively wine that it is.

GOOD VALUE B s

LAUREL RIDGE Finn Hill Vineyard 2020
Yamhill-Carlton. This is a wine that will be most appreciated

by those who prefer Chardonnays of a leaner, less-fruity style. It
is no more than medium-bodied and is firm to the point of being
fairly stiff and somewhat wiry in feel, and it is little concerned

$20.00

with the kind of fruity richness upon which Chardonnay’s wide
popularity is based. In all truth, we find it to be more reminiscent
of a very dry Pinot Gris. D = $35.00
€3[88] LINCOURT Rancho Santa Rosa Sta. Rita Hills 2020
Fine fruity definition rather than extravagant richness is the strong
suit of this well-made wine, and while it does show highlights of
sweet, slightly toasty oak, its lodestar throughout is clean and
lively, optimally ripened, very precise Chardonnay fruit. Never
flamboyant but as steady as they come, it claims very good, food-
worthy balance and will pair particularly well with flavorful, fleshy
fish preparations. AR = $35.00
LUNDEEN Articulate Willamette Valley 2021

Taking a moment or two to open and then smelling of fresh,
barely ripe pears with a lightly stony veneer and a bare whisper
of spice, this very firm, slightly wiry wine defers more to gravelly
minerality than to articulate Chardonnay fruit once in the mouth
with obvious acidity working to confine its lengthy, but less-
than-rich flavors. = = $38.00

6}3 MAHONEY Gavin Vineyard Carneros 2019

There is a bit of development evident here, and, though the wine
is far from seeming tired or old, it has grown into its drinkable
best. Its lightly creamy, red apple aromas are followed up with
rounded, well-defined, still-juicy Chardonnay flavors of medium
depth that hang on and on at the finish. Enjoy this one within
the next year or two. “_ £ $30.00

McMANIS River Junction 2021

Simple and fruity, this medium-bodied wine leans in the direction
of Chardonnay without entirely convincing that Chardonnay is,
in fact, the variety from which it is made. Albeit it respectably
balanced for most of its length, it does take a last-minute turn to
slight bitterness and gets a bit stiff at the finish in contrast to its
rounder beginnings. B 25 & $10.00

83 QUPE “Y” Block Santa Maria Valley 2020

A sleek, very fresh, medium-bodied look at Chardonnay that
runs to lively, green-apple fruit with but a bare whisper of oak,
Qupé’s "Y" Block offering is a bit limited in richness, and, if never
an extravagant wine in any way, it is bright and balanced with
the kind of energy that suggests it will age effortlessly for no
fewer than three or four years. R P $22.00

RIVER ROAD Reserve Russian River Valley 2021

There is a bit more fruity substance and depth evident here than
there are in its other River Road cellarmates, but there is also
more coarseness to reckon with as well. Another twelve months
of bottle age may well be a benison in helping to round off its
slightly ragged edges, but, even if not, the wine is bound to find
better manners when poured with food rather than being sipped
on its own. = ¥ $20.00

RIVER ROAD Unoaked Reserve Sur Lie Aged 2021

California. A different take on unoaked Chardonnay than its
maker's Pam’s Unoaked version, this is a richer and riper wine
whose time spent on the lees has imparted hints of sweet, toasted
grains. It is medium- to medium-full-bodied with some fleshiness
in feel, and only a late-to-arrive edge of slight bitterness keeps it
from full one-star recommendation. B <& ¢  $18.00

RIVER ROAD Sonoma County 2021

A direct, no-frills, fruit-driven, very tasty Chardonnay that smells
and tastes of slightly juicy apples, this mid-sized offering neither
makes any claim to complexity nor promises to do so in the future,
yet it is a likeable, recognizably varietal wine all the same that
delivers fair value at the price. 28 £ $18.00
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RIVER ROAD Pam’s Unoaked California 2021

This slightly sweet-leaning, unoaked Chardonnay is all about
simple fruit. It is clean, it is well-balanced and it has not a whit
of complexity, but it is juicy, eminently quaffable stuff that is
sure to be welcome at picnic gatherings. Its enjoyment, however,
does not depend on pairing with food, and it will stand in nicely
whenever a glass of something fruity and light seems appropriate.
GOOD VALUE £ $15.00

RIVER ROAD Double Oaked California 2020

True to its name, this wine does indeed show a definite oaky
presence, but it struggles without success to find the fruity support
that its oak needs. It is quite soft in balance, to the point of being
plodding and heavy footed, and, its already very loose hold on
fruit wholly lets go as coarseness, woody bitterness and heat
emerge at the finish. £ $17.00

RON
NOBLE

€,X3[92 RON NOBLE Richard Dinner Vineyard 2020

Sonoma Mountain. Though, on first pass, a tight and slightly
narrow-seeming Chardonnay limited by its youth, a second and
longer look reveals an initially hidden sense of depth as well as
very impressive layering. It is rich, it is substantial, it is impeccably
balanced and it very much shows the pedigree of having come
from a justifiably renowned site, but it is a wine for the future
that begs to be cellared rather hurriedly drunk down. Give it a
good two or three years of rest in somewhere quiet and cool, and
count on it continuing to evolve in a most positive way for no less
than two or three times as long. R = $68.00

EB SONOMA-CUTRER Les Pierres Sonoma Coast 2019
A rich, very well-made, moderately full-bodied Chardonnay long
on clean-as-can-be, ripe apple fruit, Sonoma-Cutrer’s Les Pierres
bottling sports a judicious dollop of sweet and creamy oak that
enhances rather than challenges its wonderfully juicy fruitiness.
It still has the sense of a youthful wine that will develop more
complexity and layering with time, and we do see it rewarding a
few more years of age, but Chardonnay lovers who are short on
patience will find it an immensely tasty effort that requires no
further cellaring to please. AR & $46.00

QB SONOMA-CUTRER Sonoma Coast 2020

Albeit a wide-open Chardonnay that lays all of its cards face up
on the table and suggests that what it is now is what it will be
even if allowed a bit of cellar time, this is one that hits all the
right varietal marks smartly with juicy, sweet apple aromas and
flavors that are graced with a light touch of creamy oak. And, it
does so at an easy-to-like price that invites regular drinking.

GOOD VALUE £ $23.00

533 ST. INNOCENT Freedom Hill Vyd Dijon Clone 2018
Willamette Valley. If not far removed in basic style from its
year-younger mate listed just below, the 2018 edition of St.
Innocent’s Freedom Hill Chardonnay is slightly more giving in
fruit and evokes a sense of polished refinement all its own. It is
at once fresh, fairly lively, nicely rounded and supple on the
palate, and, while there is nothing about it that might argue
against pulling its cork in the near term, it has room for a bit
more growth still and might well benefit from another two to
four years of cellaring. =R 2 $36.00

583 ST. INNOCENT Freedom Hill Vyd Dijon Clone 2019
Willamette Valley. Starting with its clean, but light and slightly
tentative nose and on into its similarly understated flavors of
crisp green apples and limes, this is a Chardonnay of a somewhat
leaner and less effusive style that takes a step back with respect
to weight and richness. While by no means a slave to unchecked
acidity, it is a bit narrow and tight with a minerally edge to its
lengthy finish. It should keep quite well for several years, but we
would bet against it ever becoming a broader or more expressive
wine than it is now. “ £ $36.00

€3[87] STIRM Calcite Cienega Valley 2020

52% Chardonnay; 48% Riesling. An interesting mix of barrel-
fermented Chardonnay and Riesling fermented in stainless steel,
Stirm’s Calcite offers up a bit of unique complexity in a wine
that never speaks clearly of either variety. It hints at ripe pineapple
one moment and lemon zest at the next, and, after a soft and
slightly coating palatal start, if shifts in the direction of firming
acidity. It is a somewhat exotic wine that very much travels to a
beat of its own, and, when thinking about the kinds of foods it
will match up with best, we would treat it more like Chardonnay
than Riesling. | © $20.00

83 STRINGER John Sebastiano Vineyard 2019

Sta. Rita Hills. A very good, well-defined Chardonnay boasting
lots of ripe apple and pear fruit intermixed with notes of sweet
oak, almonds and a light touch of minerals, this fairly full-bodied
effort maintains fine varietal focus throughout. It is flavorful stuff
to be sure, yet its early palatal impression of suppleness gradually
gives way to a bit of chalky hardness at the finish that leaves us
thinking that, however tasty it may admittedly be at the moment,
another two or three years on the cork could very well be to its
advantage. “=_ ¢ $46.00

DARBERA

Barbera is a long-time resident here in the Golden State, and, if it is generally not looked upon with the same
esteem accorded to Cabernet, Pinot Noir, Syrah and Zinfandel, it can, in the right hands, make very good and
interesting red wines. Because they are typically high in acidity and sparing in tannin, they have a special
affinity to foods, particularly those of Mediterranean origin, and good Barbera makes a regular appearance at

our tables whenever flavorful, tomato-sauced pastas are on the bill.

BERRYESSA GAP Yolo County 2020

Ripe and rustic with indeterminate focus, this wine smells and
tastes more of a generic red than of a varietally specific Barbera.

Give it credit for being clean and serviceable, but do not expect
anything that will recall top line versions of the grape. It is more
tannic than fruity and also more ripe than fruity and seems only
barely capable of rewarding cellar time. W #  $25.00
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€389 CAROL SHELTON Planchon Vineyard 2021

Barbera D'Oakley. Contra Costa County. 10% Zinfandel; 7%
Merlot; 5% Carignane; 5% Merlot. A more mannerly version of
Barbera, this wine is a little less acidy/tangy and tannic than most
as well as being a little less ripe in the bargain. Its mid-depth fruit
is accessible even now, and, while a few years in the cellar would
not hurt, so too does the wine not demand further age to be
enjoyed. @ # $30.00

€3[89 GIORNATA Paso Robles 2020

Spot-on in its varietal focus with a concise sweet/tart berry-like
nose whose fruity meme comes with a light bit of oak sweetening,
Giornata’s is a lithe, light- to medium-bodied, very well-balanced
Barbera that shows a bit of refinement and crafting, It is low in
tannin and sports the tangy acidity expected of its variety, and it
holds together nicely through to a long, even finish. A welcome
mate to most any red-sauced pastas, it will serve equally well
with lighter pork recipes that come with a extra kick of spicy
seasoning. Very appealing now, it is certain to remain so for

several more years.
GOOD VALUE i &7 ¢

SB LAVA CAP Sierra Foothills 2019

As Barberas go, this one is on the slightly lighter and low-keyed
side with red berries rather than black its principal point of focus.
It is medium-bodied with but a light touch of tannin, and, after
its slightly rounded palatal start, lifted acidity imparts the tangy
brightness expected in its variety. It is a perfect choice for a week-
night bow! of spaghetti. & £  $28.00

MACCHIA Lodi 2020

Ripeness more than defined Barbera character is the fundamental
message of this rich, fairly big-bodied wine, and, if not without
fruit, it tends to jamminess and flirts with a touch of raisiny, dried-
grape desiccation. Only at the very last minute does it show the
acidity of its variety, but it also exhibits a fair bit of trailing heat.
Elegance is not in its vocabulary, and it needs to be poured with
foods that are heartier than the tomatoey pastas favored by its
less hefty cousins. ©= ¥  $25.00

€23[871 MADRONA El Dorado 2018

Highlights of dusty soil lend a slightly savory quality to this one’s
clean and quietly fruity aromas, but, once in the mouth, it is lively
red berry fruit that governs what is a well-defined, firmly
structured, mid-sized Barbera. Expected acidity accentuates the
wine’s nominal tannins without making for an overly astringent,
too-puckery finish, and, in fact, its slight back-end grip will be
welcome at dinner with lighter meat courses and pastas bathed
in a rich, Bolognese sauce. G = $24.00

m R by RUNQUIST Cooper Vineyard 2020

Amador County. The Runquist Barberas are all standout efforts,
and, while in small supply, they are well worth seeking out. This
one, from Amador’s rightfully well-regarded Cooper Vineyard, is
filled with bright, deep, downright snappy, classically focused
varietal fruit from its tangy berry-like nose to its lingering, well-
knit, expressive finish. Subtle hints of dried violets and sweet
smoke extend its range and reach, and a solid underpinning of
generous, well-ripened fruit and high acidity afford it plenty of

$25.00

potential to grow. Drink it now or drink it a half-decade hence,
and know that it will please either way.
o &

GOOD VALUE $32.00

883 R by RUNQUIST Reserve Amador County 2020

Seemingly riper than the Cooper Vineyard bottling but sharing
that wine’s same very precise Barbera focus, this version will be
appreciated for its depth, its sweet/tangy fruit and its sturdy
composition. It falls in sections at this point and definitely wants
cellaring to find a more cohesive presentation. Three to five years
of patience is sure to be rewarded. & [ — $4.8.00

€350 R by RUNQUIST Amador County 2020

If you are looking for a well-priced, easy-to-like wine for tonight’s
pasta in red sauce, you will likely not find a better choice than
this ripe, fruity, tangy Barbera. It shares its mates’ clear varietal
focus and has a long, tasty finish that will show off the grape’s
ability to mate well with tomatoey sauces. It will hold for several
years if you care to hide some away in the back of the cellar.
GOOD VALUE ¥ £ $28.00

E:B RUCKSACK Sierra Foothills 2016

Time in the bottle has seen this wine’s fruitier traits diminish as
elements of dusty soil and woodsy spice have emerged, yet there
is still enough fruit to be found that the wine is not governed by
creeping dryness. It is not juicy, but it is somewhat complex and
gives voice to the rich, slightly rustic style manifest in many wines
sourced from the Sierra Foothills. We would forego the usual
pastas here and opt for pairing it with simple steaks and chops
before too much more time has passed. & [® £  $24.00

EBASTIANI

EB SEBASTIANI Sonoma Valley 2019

When CGCW started publishing back in 1974, Barbera enjoyed
a small but committed following led by Sebastiani and Louis
Martini. The grape featured in our second issue ever, with most
of the leading wines coming from Napa and Sonoma counties.
And, while those places do not set the pace in Barbera today,
here is proof that all is not forgotten. This reminder of the past
has an attractive varietal nose featuring typical ripe/tart cherry
notes with a dusting of richness that was less a part of the wines
from that bygone era. It is fairly full on the palate and has the
rustic tannins of the grape. With a certain drink-now accessibility,
it asks for but little aging. B W @& $42.00

€388 WATERBROOK ICON Columbia Valley 2019

Judging this wine by the usual varietal standards may be a tad
unfair. It has medium-depth fruit, is reasonably polished and will
be a decent mate to grilled steaks and chops. Where it falls down
in this tasting has more to do with varietal precision than it does
with out and out drinkability. It is lighter than most Barberas and
is somewhat softer on the palate as well. We would suggest
drinking it up in the next few years. @ @& $42.00
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SAUVIGNON BLANC

Sauvignon Blanc has long earned an exceptionally high number of “Good Value™ recommendations in the pages of

Connoisseurs’ Guide, and, while the prices commanded for the very best bottlings have crept up in recent years, there is
an abundance of very good offerings to be had that deliver remarkable quality for the money, and this month we feature
ten recent standouts earning starred recommendation that are as affordable as they are downright delicious. The €3
ALMA DE CATTLEYA Sonoma County 2021 ($22.00) is a vibrant, intensely varietal working that favors the
herbaceous aspects of the grape, and, of a slightly less pungent persuasion, the 3 GROTH Napa Valley 2021 ($26.00)
is a lively, yet concentrated, example that combines melons and slightly citrusy fruit with a tell-tale bit of grassiness in
a beautifully balanced, age-worthy mix. Both the agile ¢3 MATANZAS CREEK Sonoma County 2021 ($22.00) and
the fresh, very vital ¢3DRY CREEK VINEYARD Dry Creek Valley 2021 ($20.00) are lightly grassy, incisively varietal
efforts that once again show their makers’ accomplished hands with the grape, while the juicy as can be, €3 DAOU Paso

Robles 2021 ($20.00) emphasizes melony, slightly tropical fruit with but a bare whisper of herbs. Of particular note, however, is just how many very good
local Sauvignon Blancs can be found forless $20.00. Among those from the North Coast that we recommend be included on the shopping lists of Sauvignon
Blanc fans with an eye for especially fine value are the light and lively €3 MASON Napa Valley 2021 ($19.00), fruit-driven, mildly minerally €3 RODNEY
STRONG Charlotte’s Home Sonoma County 2021 ($18.00) and the £3 HUSCH Mendocino 2021 ($18.00), an explicit, medium-bodied Sauvignon
Blanc that claims a bit of complexity unexpected at the price, but the bright and zesty{BAN CIENT PEAKS Santa Margarita Ranch 2021 ($18.00), which
will match up beautifully with fresh oysters, and the fruity, slightly richer 3 FIRESTONE Santa Barbara County 2021 ($14.00) serve as ready reminders
that tasty, price-worthy Sauvignon Blancs abound up and down the state.

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

If finding very affordable, well-made Sauvignon Blanc is a comparatively easy task, Cabernet lovers know that bargains

are much fewer and farther apart when it comes to their favorite red wine. That said, there are fine values to be had in

Cabernet Sauvignon all the same, and at the very top of the list we would place two examples that, even though far from TERRA
cheap, are collectible wines for cellaring that deserve whatever effort their finding demands. The £33 92-point VALENTINE
STRINGER Napa Valley 2019 ($75.00) stands alongside more than a few accomplished Napa Cabernets costing twice

as much and more, and the previously recommended €3X3 TERRA VALENTINE Napa Valley 2019 ($45.00) (

remains a favorite that is simply without peer at the price. Among Cabernets of more modest achievement that are
nonetheless still very good, have a look at the €3 VINA ROBLES Paso Robles 2019 ($32.00), a perennial success in
affordable, very well-made Cabernet, and the ripe, solidly varietal ¢3 DERBY Laura’s Vineyard Vineyard Select
Series Paso Robles 2018 ($32.00), as well as the curranty €3 DRY CREEK VINEYARDD Hillside & Benchland Dry Creek Valley 2019 ($32.00), and
the 3 WATERBROOK Reserve Columbia Valley 2019 ($22.00) is a balanced, surprisingly well-focused rendition that is tasty now and capable of aging

for a few years. Finally, we would point to two, very inexpensive, 86-point offerings to drink in the near term. While unlikely to draw oohs and ahs from
Cabernet connoisseurs, both the HAYES VALLEY Central Coast 2020 ($13.00) and the CASTLE ROCK Paso Robles 2018 ($12.00) are clean, nicely

fruited, honestly varietal efforts that exceed all expectations for versions costing as little as they do.

FAMILY WINERY HALLECK VINEYARD

Created by the California Wine Club exclusively for Connoisseurs’ Guide Pinot Noir Meredith Estate Russian River Valley 2019, €XREHRET
readers, and featuring only our two-star and three-star selections, the Red Wine Hillside Reserve Bavarian Lion Vineyards Knights
CONNOISSEURS’ SERIES wine-of-the month club makes hard-to-get Valley 2018 and €3 HALLECK Pinot Noir Hillside Cuvée Sonoma
wines available for you. Featured this month are: X3 MERRY EDWARDS Coast 2018.

For more information about CONNOISSEURS' SERIES, please call the California Wine Club at 1-800-777-4443 or visit www.cawineclub.com/connseries
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ATO Z Oregon

BIRD SONG HILL Columbia Valley
3 GV CHARLES SMITH Kung Fu Girl
ok CH. STE. MICHELLE Eroica Gold
33 CH. STE. MICHELLE Eroica

GV CH. STE. MICHELLE Dry

CUTRUZZOLA Riven Rock Vineyard
DESIRE LINES Experimental Series
DESIRE LINES Wiley Vineyard
DESIRE LINES Cole Ranch
DOWSETT FAMILY Aunt Diane’s Viyd
DRINK WASHINGTON STATE
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BIRICHINO Jurassic Park Vineyard
€3 CHAPPELLET Molly Chappellet
€3 GV 7] DRY CREEK VINEYARD Dry Clarksburg
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FIRESTONE Santa Barbara County
HYLAND Old Vine McMinnville
KENDALL-JACKSON Vintner's Reserve
MCcBRIDE SISTERS Black Girl Magic
NINE HATS Columbia Valley

PACIFIC RIM Sweet Columbia Valley
PARADISE PEAK Sweet Washington
PARADISE PEAK Washington State
POET'S LEAP Columbia Valley
PRECEDENT Wirz Vineyard Old Vine
RIDGECREST Estate Dry Ribbon Ridge
ROSSIFWALLACE Santa Lucia Highlands

FELLOW Clarksburg
HUSCH Mendocino
LIEU DIT Santa Ynez Valley

LANG & REED CHENIN BLANC 2013-2021

LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Napa Valley
LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Napa Valley
LANG & REED Napa Valley

GEWURZTRAMINER

B. LOVELY Washington State
3 GV CH. STE. MICHELLE Columbia Valley
k] DOWSETT FAMILY Celilo Vineyard
3 GV DOWSETT FAMILY Columbia Gorge

PINOT GRIS

€3 GV [B] ACROBAT Oregon
ACROBAT Oregon

33 ANCIEN Sangiacomo Vineyard

€3 GV B ATOZOregon
BOGLE Pinot Grigio

€3 GV [B§ BRANDBORG Elkton Oregon
CANOE RIDGE Expedition

] CARABELLA Chehalem Mountains

ok} CASTORO Whale Rock Vineyard
CH. STE. MICHELLE Columbia Valley

€3 GV [ CHEMISTRY Willamette Valley
EDNA VALLEY VYD Pinot Grigio

GV ESTANCIA Pinot Grigio California
] EVESHAM WOOD Blanc du Puits Sec

PINOT BLANC

K] DUTTON-GOLDFIELD Shop Block
3 DUTTON-GOLDFIELD Shop Block
FORIS Rogue Valley

CHARDONNAY

ok} ALMA DE CATTLEYA Sonoma County
ANCIENT PEAKS Sta Margarita Ranch
BERNARDUS Monterey County
BRICOLEUR Unoaked Russian River Vly
CASTELLO DI AMOROSA Reserve
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CUTRUZZOLA Marco's Vineyard
DOBBES FAMILY Grand Assemblage
DOBBES FAMILY Willamette Valley
€3 GV BT FELLOW Clarksburg

BARBERA

BERRYESSA GAP Yolo County
K] CAROL SHELTON Planchon Vineyard
€3 GV [ GIORNATA Paso Robles
3 LAVA CAP Sierra Foothills
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CLIF FAMILY Unoaked Oak Knoll District
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LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Napa Valley
LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Napa Valley

FELLOW Clarksburg

GUNDLACH BUNDSCHU Dry
HALLECK Dry Calandrelli Vineyard
HUSCH Dry Anderson Valley

FERRARI-CARANO Pinot Grigio
HENDERSON TRAIL Willamette Valley
HESS SELECT California

JOEL GOTT Willamette Valley

JOSH Pinot Grigio California

J VINEYARDS California
KENDALL-JACKSON Vintner's Reserve
KING ESTATE Four Nobles Cuvée Blanc
KING ESTATE Willamette Valley
KUDOS Willamette Valley

LA CREMA Monterey

LANGE Reserve Willamette Valley
LAUREL RIDGE Finn Hill Vineyard

SAINT GREGORY Mendocino County
THREE STICKS Durell Vineyard
WINE BY JOE Willamette Valley

LAUREL RIDGE Finn Hill Vineyard
LINCOURT Rancho Santa Rosa
LUNDEEN Articulate Willamette Valley
MAHONEY Gavin Vineyard Carneros
McMANIS River Junction

QUPE “Y" Block Santa Maria Valley
RIVER ROAD Reserve Russian River Vly
RIVER ROAD Unoaked Reserve

RIVER ROAD Sonoma County

RIVER ROAD Pam’s Unoaked California

MACCHIA Lodi

MADRONA El Dorado

R by RUNQUIST Cooper Vineyard
R by RUNQUIST Reserve
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Write to us at P.O. Box 8, Pinole, California, 94564.

Email: office@cgcw.com | Web: www.cgcw.com

Our phone is 510-417-2833.
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CONNOISSEURS' GUIDE

STIRM Egglian Kick-On Vineyard
STIRM Wirz Vineyard Cienega Valley
TATOMER Steinhugel

TREFETHEN Dry Oak Knoll District
UNION SACRE Dry Kick On Ranch

V. SATTUI Dry Mount Veeder

V. SATTUI Off Dry North Coast

V. SATTUI Dancing Egg Mount Veeder
WATERBROOK Melange Columbia Vly
WILLAMETTE VALLEY VINEYARDS

PINE RIDGE Chenin Blanc + Viognier
SALDO California
V. SATTUI Tre Uve Bianco Los Carneros

LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Mendocino
LANG & REED Talmage Mendocino
LANG & REED Mendocino

MADRONA El Dorado

SOUTH COAST WINERY Dry
UNION SACRE Los Ositos Vineyard
WILLIAMS SELYEM Late Harvest

LILLIE'S Pinot Grigio California

LUCY Pico Blanco Monterey County
MCcMANIS Pinot Grigio River Junction
OAK GROVE Pinot Grigio California
PRIMARIUS Oregon

SAMUEL ROBERT Vineyard Reserve
SAND POINT Pinot Grigio California
SEAGLASS Pinot Grigio Central Coast 2021
SCENIC VALLEY FARMS Willamette Vly
SOKOL BLOSSER Willamette Valley
TERRITORIAL Willamette Valley

WINTER'S HILL Dundee Hills

RIVER ROAD Double Oaked California
RON NOBLE Richard Dinner Vineyard
SONOMA-CUTRER Les Pierres
SONOMA-CUTRER Sonoma Coast

ST. INNOCENT Freedom Hill Vineyard
ST. INNOCENT Freedom Hill Vineyard
STIRM Calcite Cienega Valley
STRINGER John Sebastiano Vineyard

R by RUNQUIST Amador County
RUCKSACK Sierra Foothills
SEBASTIANI Sonoma Valley

WATERBROOK ICON Columbia Valley
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